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INTRODUCTION 
 
On January 8, 2020 at 8:00 PM, the Village of Chestnut Ridge held a visioning meeting and 
workshop about the future of the Village at the Chestnut Ridge Middle School Cafeteria.  The 
meeting was for the purpose of collecting background data, views and opinions from community 
residents and stakeholders on the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats for the 
Village. This was the first of two planned public meetings at the outset of the Comprehensive 
Plan process to develop policy recommendations and zoning code changes that will guide the 
future development of the community.  A report on this Visioning Meeting was completed in late 
January and is hosted on the Village website. 
 
This meeting was well-attended by roughly 69 members of the public, as well as the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee members and five staff members from NPV.  A second public 
workshop session was scheduled for March 19, 2020 and was designed to engage the public on 
strategies to address the issues identified at the first meeting.  A survey was planned to provide 
wider outreach for the subject matter of both planned meetings.  .   
 
On March 11, 2020, the fifth meeting of the Comprehensive Meeting was held.  Both the contents 
of the proposed survey and the design of the March 19 workshop were finalized.  However, at 
the time of the March 11, 2020 meeting, it was apparent that COVID-19 disease was beginning 
to spread, and that a public meeting might be subject to cancellation, particularly if the School 
District closed the Elementary School Building where the public meeting was scheduled.  The 
Committee at this time did not want to cancel the public meeting and asked the Mayor and 
Village staff to explore holding the meeting at an alternate location.   
 
Unfortunately, over the next four days, the COVID-19 pandemic began to expand with multiple 
closures of schools and meeting venues throughout Rockland County.  By the weekend, the 
Mayor informed the committee that the public session at Fleetwood Elementary School on 
March 19th was cancelled. 
 
Considering public assembly limitations instituted by Executive Order of the Governor of New 
York, it was decided that the survey would be expanded to serve as a substitute to the March 
public session.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan Survey, covering all the topics planned to be discussed at the March 
public meeting session, was released online on March 19th.  An invitation to take the survey was 
mailed to all residents and individuals on the tax roll.  Paper copies of the survey were made 
available to anyone who requested them, if they preferred not to submit online or did not have 
computer or smart phone capabilities.  Originally, the survey responses were scheduled to be 
collected with a closing date of April 15, 2020.  Given the conditions of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Mayor decided to extent the collection of survey responses to April 24, 2020, to ensure the 
maximum possible participation.  In total, the survey received 704 total responses, exceeding all 
expectations.  Similar sized communities typically receive only a few hundred responses.   
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Out of these 704 total responses, 555 were submitted by Chestnut Ridge residents (self-
identified) and 149 non-residents (self-identified).  Attached to this report are three sets of raw 
result outputs, with tallies of answers to questions broken out three ways: 
 
555 resident respondents; 
143 non-resident respondents; and 
704 total respondents. 
(Note 6 respondents did not say where they were from.) 
 
In the analysis of results on the following three pages, we summarized the responses from the 
555 residents.  The results for the non-residents and total results are included for context but are 
fundamentally similar in the outcomes. 
 
SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
 
The survey was conducted and analyzed on the platform “Survey Monkey.”  A postcard was 
mailed to all addresses on the tax rolls inviting residents to take the survey, followed up by email 
blasts announcing the survey and reminding residents to participate near the end of the survey 
collection period.  Paper surveys were distributed to those who did not have computer access or 
who preferred the use of paper. 
 
Survey Monkey can only accept a submission from one browser on a specific device.  The 
software blocked a second submittal from any one browser with a pop-up message.  Households 
with more than one respondent were advised that each member of that household who wished 
to participate should use a different phone, laptop, or tablet to fill out the survey.   
 
In its reporting, Survey Monkey does not keep track of the individual device identification number 
(“internal IP addresses”) of the respondents.  However, it does keep track of the internet router 
numbers from which surveys were sent (“external IP addresses”).  It appears that from a look at 
the list of routers utilized to submit surveys, there were no security problems. 
 

• 451 of the 704 total responses came from internet routers with a unique number. 
• There were 76 instances where two people shared a router location. 
• There were 18 instances where three people shared a router location. 
• There were 3 instances where four people shared a router location. 
• There was 1 instance where five people shared a router location. 
• There were 2 instances where seven people shared a router location. 
• 16 of the total responses were paper copies that were on entered on NPV’s computer by 

Melinda Stach, Administrative Assistant, on April 28, 2020. 
 



Comprehensive Plan Survey Results  Page 4 of 8 
DRAFT June 5, 2020 

We did note some instances where write-in answers were identical in wording; more so than 
would be predicted by coincidence.  However, this probably indicates discussion between 
respondents rather than any misuse of the software. 
 
A router location typically is shared within a residence.  Duplicate use of a particular router could 
also indicate employees of the same business who logged in from work, or members at a group 
domicile (such as a nursing home or the Fellowship Center). 
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Analysis of Results, for 555 Resident Respondents 

Note about Scoring:  Many of the questions asked respondents to indicate their level of support for a 
possible policy statement.  Survey Monkey assigned the following values to each answer:  1 = strongly 
support, 2=support,  3 = neutral, 4= do not support, and 5 = strongly do not support.  The software then 
calculated a weighted average score of all the responses to each question.   

• A weighted average score of between 1 and 1.5 would equal “strongly support.”  
• A weighted average score between 1.5 and 2.0 would equal “support.”   
• A weighted average score between 2.0 and 2.5 would equal “mildly support.” 
• A weighted average score between 2.5 and 3.5 would be considered “neutral.” 
• A weighted average score between 3.5 and 4.0 would be considered “mildly do not support.” 
• A weighted average score between 4.0 and 4.5 would be considered “do not support.” 
• A weighted average higher than 4.5 would be considered “strongly do not support.” 

Some of the questions asked respondents to indicate their level of support with a choice between two 
answers, with 1 = support and 2 = do not support.  For these questions: 

• A weighted average score of between 1 and 1.25 would equal “strongly support.” 
• A weighted average score of between 1.25 and 1.5 would equal “support.” 
• A weighted average score of between 1.5 and 1.75 would equal “do not support.” 
• A weighted average score of between 1.75 and 2.0 would equal “strongly do not support.” 

All About You – Questions 1 through 4 

1. Approximately 60% of residents responding lived on or near Hungry Hollow Rd. or Chestnut 
Ridge Rd. 

2. There appeared to be participation from all parts of the Village. 
3. About half of the respondents lived in the Village over 15 years. 
4. Those who indicated that they knew of families who moved out of the village indicated that the 

two most prevalent reasons were a desire for different schools and concerns about rising 
property and school taxes. 

5. Under “Other Reasons” for families moving away, respondents could enter phrases in their own 
words.  188 respondents chose to enter “other reasons.” Some of the more notable responses 
were: 

a. Changing demographics (31) 
b. Influx of Orthodox Jewish and/or Hasidic Residents (31). 
c. Lax zoning and/or lack of enforcement of existing zoning (13). 
d. Issues with NYS mandatory vaccination policies (8). 

6. It is notable that the exact phrase “lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment” was 
entered by 8 different respondents, who submitted their surveys on April 13 and 14.   

Design and Appearance of Single-Family Homes and Minimum Lot Sizes – Questions 5 through 10 

7. The respondents were neutral about a policy of bringing nonconforming lot sizes into 
conformance.  (Score 3.17) 
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8. Respondents mildly supported lowering Floor Area Ratio requirements and increases in required
side and rear setbacks.  (Scores of 2.44 and 2.32)

9. Respondents supported stricter architectural review and design guidelines.  (Score 2.06)

Multifamily Housing Choices – Potential Sites for Development, Questions 11 through 18 

10. Respondents mildly did not support allowing for higher density housing types such as duplexes,
townhomes, or apartments.  (Score 3.95)

11. Respondents were neutral regarding an affordable housing mandate.  (Score 3.24)
12. Respondents were neutral on a policy where a variety of housing would be available at various

prices, but without a mandatory system requiring affordable housing.  (Score 2.77)
13. Respondents mildly did not support allowing multifamily apartments or townhomes in the Red

Schoolhouse Road/GSP interchange area.  (Score 3.62)
14. Respondents mildly supported allowing the Green Meadow Waldorf School/Threefold

Foundation to expand its housing for teachers, and to expand its commercial operations such as
the Food Coop. (Scores of 2.21 and 2.08)

15. Respondents did not support allowing higher density at the Gould Academy property or other
sites on Chestnut Ridge Road.  (Score 3.98)

16. Respondents were neutral on average, towards a policy to allow the creation of accessory
apartments for family members at single family homes.  (Score 3.08)

Types of Housing – Visual Preferences, Questions 19 to 23 

17. Respondents either did not support or strongly did not support any of the photo images of
multifamily dwellings. (Scores from 1.62 to 1.87)

Religious Uses:  Places of Worship and Religious Schools, Questions 24 and 25 

18. Respondents mildly did not support the statement that the Place of Worship amendments to
the zoning code was a positive step.  (Score 3.6)

19. Respondents mildly supported a policy that the Village should adjust the Place of Worship
zoning code amendments in the years ahead if problems arise.  (Score 2.29)

Traffic Issues, Questions 26 through 32 

20. Respondents were neutral about the relocation of the end of DeSalvo Court, with a score of
2.59.

21. Installation of a traffic signal system at Williams/Summit Roads at Red Schoolhouse Road was
mildly supported with a score of 2.26.

22. Mild support was shown for the provision of sidewalks along Red Schoolhouse and Chestnut
Ridge Roads, along all major roads, and within new housing developments.  (Scores of 2.18 and
2.32)

23. An additional travel lane for Red Schoolhouse Road under the GSP bridge was mildly supported
by the respondents with a score of 2.23.

24. Widening and signalization of the northbound on-ramp for the GSP was mildly supported with a
score of 2.46.

25. A requirement for developer contributions to fund traffic improvements around the GSP
interchange in exchange for incentive zoning was supported with a score of 1.91.
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Increase in Tax Ratable Properties, More Employment, Shopping, Economic Development, Questions 
33 through 43 

26. Respondents were neutral regarding industrial and commercial development in the Red 
Schoolhouse Road area, with a score of 2.68. 

27. Respondents were neutral regarding allowing light industrial development in the laboratory-
office district, with a score of 3.00. 

28. When asked to choose their visual preference between types of commercial buildings, 
converted residences with front and side yards as well as traditional one-or two-story 
shopfronts with parking lots behind, were supported, with scores of 1.25 to 1.46.  Other images 
of larger scale commercial structures were not supported, with scores of 1.49 to 1.71. 

29. Under “Add comments about any images you see” (Question 43), respondents could enter 
phrases in their own words.  68 respondents chose to enter comments.  A majority of 
commenters preferred smaller scale buildings and felt that many of the images were too urban 
and not in character with the Village. 

Green Space and Parks and How to Pay for It, Questions 44 through 47 

30. The protection or acquisition of open space was strongly supported with a score of 1.47.  
31. Mandating that development blends with the natural environment was supported with a score 

of 1.53. 
32. Requiring preserved open space as part of any rezoning for higher density housing was 

supported with a score of 1.59. 
33. Enactment of a Tree Law, requiring a permit to cut any tree over a specified size was mildly 

supported with a score of 2.02. 

New Businesses, Question 48 

34. A majority of respondents supported the following types of new businesses: 

Office 
Recreation 
Grocery Stores 
Health Services 
Restaurants 

Farmers Market 
Hobby Shop 
Clothing Store 
Bakery or Specialty Foods 
Gym or Fitness Center 

 
35. A majority of respondents did not support the following types of new businesses: 

Family Entertainment 
Industry 
Shopping Centers 
Automotive Repair or Sale 

Entertainment 
Bar 
Movie Theater 

 
36. Respondents were given the opportunity to write in comments about new businesses.  58 

respondents chose to write in their comments about what types of new businesses should be 
promoted.  Some of the more notable responses were: 

a. No changes (12) 
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b. Duplicative responses containing the exact words “do not support hazardous materials 
producers (11) 

c. Parks (7) 
d. Civic spaces, community gardens, arts center (6) 

Mixed Use Buildings, Question 49 

37. 46% of respondents wished to discourage a mixed-use pattern anywhere in the Village.   21 % 
wanted to encourage a mixed-use pattern in the entire Village, and 19% wanted to encourage 
mixed uses in the Red Schoolhouse/GSP interchange area only. 

Other Comments, Question 50 

38. Respondents were given the opportunity to write in comments about anything at all at the end 
of the survey.  142 respondents chose to write in.  Some of the more notable responses were: 

a. Issues of promoting diversity, changing mix of ethnic and religious groups (27) 
b. Need for more greenspace and parks (20) 
c. Member of the Fellowship Community at Threefold Foundation asking for their needs to 

be considered (11) 
d. Need for better zoning administration and enforcement (7). 
e. Sidewalks, Bicycle-Pedestrian facilities (6) 
f. School quality issues (6) 
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1.98% 11

29.01% 161

29.55% 164

14.95% 83

14.59% 81

21.44% 119

8.83% 49

0.54% 3

Q1 Where do you live? - Check all that apply.
Answered: 555 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 555

North side of
Thruway, nea...

On or near
Hungry Hollo...

On or near
Chestnut Rid...

On or near
Pine Brook Road

On or near Red
Schoolhouse...

On or near
South Pascac...

On or near
Scotland Hil...

I don’t live
in Chestnut...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

North side of Thruway, near Spring Valley/Monsey

On or near Hungry Hollow Road

On or near Chestnut Ridge Road

On or near Pine Brook Road

On or near Red Schoolhouse Road

On or near South Pascack Road, east of Garden State Parkway Extension

On or near Scotland Hill Road

I don’t live in Chestnut Ridge
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25.54% 141

19.20% 106

9.24% 51

46.01% 254

Q2 How Long?  If you live in Chestnut Ridge, how long have you and your
family lived here:

Answered: 552 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 552

0 years to 5
years

Over 5 years
to 10 years

Over 10 years
to 15 years

Over 15 years

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

0 years to 5 years

Over 5 years to 10 years

Over 10 years to 15 years

Over 15 years

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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95.28% 525

4.17% 23

5.26% 29

15.25% 84

4.90% 27

Q3 What role do you play? - Check all that apply.  I am a:
Answered: 551 Skipped: 4

Total Respondents: 551

Resident of
Chestnut Ridge

Property Owner
in Chestnut...

Business owner
in Chestnut...

Employer or
employee who...

Concerned
Citizen who...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Resident of Chestnut Ridge

Property Owner in Chestnut Ridge but that does not Live in Chestnut Ridge

Business owner in Chestnut Ridge

Employer or employee who works in Chestnut Ridge

Concerned Citizen who lives in a Town or Village outside of Chestnut Ridge
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15.26% 74

16.91% 82

38.35% 186

15.88% 77

20.62% 100

15.67% 76

5.15% 25

1.24% 6

39.79% 193

Q4 Your neighbors.  Do you know of families or households who moved
out of the Village? If so, do you know the reasons for the move?

Answered: 485 Skipped: 70

Total Respondents: 485

New job/
change of...

Family changes

Desire for
different...

Cost of Living
in the Village

Cost of Living
in Rockland...

Downsizing

Upsizing
(wanted a...

Location with
more...

Concerns about
rising prope...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

New job/ change of employment

Family changes

Desire for different schools

Cost of Living in the Village

Cost of Living in Rockland County

Downsizing

Upsizing (wanted a bigger home/property

Location with more commercial/retail services nearby

Concerns about rising property and school taxes

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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# OTHER REASON (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic 4/28/2020 1:55 PM

2 Changing demographics, changing zoning regulation, changing suburban appearance 4/28/2020 1:32 PM

3 Unchecked development in quiet residential areas that changed quiet neighborhood feeling to a
noisy unneighborly environment

4/28/2020 12:43 PM

4 Changing demographics 4/28/2020 12:28 PM

5 Demographics are changing 4/28/2020 12:22 PM

6 Change happening in demographics 4/28/2020 12:08 PM

7 Increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic 4/28/2020 12:00 PM

8 Demographical changes, harassment or intimidation 4/26/2020 4:07 PM

9 Change in vaccination laws in the state 4/26/2020 9:02 AM

10 Bised school school controlled by religious folks, destroying the public school system. 4/24/2020 7:51 PM

11 Failing East Ramapo school system, biased school board 4/24/2020 7:50 PM

12 The E.R. public school system has been ruined. 4/24/2020 7:50 PM

13 Non conforming building issues 4/24/2020 6:27 PM

14 Residential-temple next door 4/24/2020 5:32 PM

15 Desire for decent public schools and concern about future development in the village 4/24/2020 5:18 PM

16 Concern about blockbusting 4/24/2020 5:12 PM

17 Change in demographics. 4/24/2020 3:09 PM

18 In past years village residents consisted of diverse ethnic and religious groups. The village is
now dominated by one religious group, diversity is lacking.

4/24/2020 1:12 PM

19 changing demographics 4/24/2020 12:53 PM

20 Retirement 4/24/2020 12:44 PM

21 Concerns about neighborhood change, school board, property value 4/24/2020 11:41 AM

22 Did not like the new jewish neighbors 4/24/2020 9:51 AM

23 Crime 4/24/2020 8:34 AM

24 Change in people moving into area 4/24/2020 7:32 AM

25 Change of environment 4/24/2020 4:33 AM

26 Change in use of properties in village/character of village 4/24/2020 3:15 AM

27 Dont know 4/24/2020 12:35 AM

28 Changing demographics 4/23/2020 10:56 PM

29 More Orthodox families moving in making it a very different neighborhood feeling 4/23/2020 9:54 PM

30 Concerned about changing demographics and fear that village government will not enforce
established zoning and building regulations

4/23/2020 9:49 PM

31 Hasidic families moving in 4/23/2020 9:41 PM

32 Concern about overbuilding in Chestnut Ridge and the Village's failure to enforce building and
zoning codes fairly

4/23/2020 9:14 PM

33 agressive move in by the hacidim community 4/23/2020 8:50 PM

34 Demographic changes 4/23/2020 8:09 PM

35 uncontrolled development 4/23/2020 5:33 PM
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36 Tne VCR Village Board adopted a new House of Worship (HOW) law that was not the result of
a community plan or warranted as the result of court case or ordered by any federal or state
court.

4/23/2020 4:25 PM

37 Changing Demographics 4/23/2020 4:12 PM

38 Many new constructions, it has become overly congested. 4/23/2020 12:26 PM

39 age, moved to FL 4/23/2020 11:02 AM

40 concern of drop in property values due to influx of a concentrated group of people, lack of follow
through of the village concerning zoning violations, the block vote making changes for one part
of the village population

4/23/2020 9:37 AM

41 Received great offer for house 4/23/2020 9:11 AM

42 Moved to a Retirement community 4/23/2020 2:16 AM

43 The hate of some neighbors 4/22/2020 8:05 PM

44 Concerned about losing property value 4/21/2020 11:05 PM

45 Neighborhood changing 4/21/2020 10:43 PM

46 The influx of certain relgious factions 4/21/2020 8:57 PM

47 Loss of character due zoning changes. 4/21/2020 7:11 PM

48 Two many house of Worships allowed in Chestnut Ridge. 4/21/2020 6:32 PM

49 Lack of diversification 4/21/2020 6:27 PM

50 Fear of Ultra Orthodox and Hasidic families and what they perceived as a corrupt mayor and
village politics

4/21/2020 5:53 PM

51 demographics 4/21/2020 3:38 PM

52 avoid forced vaccination 4/21/2020 10:41 AM

53 They didn't feel confident that the village will retain its charm and character. 4/21/2020 6:50 AM

54 changes to neighborhood 4/20/2020 9:49 PM

55 Didnt approve of the Orthodox Jewish way of life 4/20/2020 7:11 PM

56 Lack of zone enforcement 4/20/2020 4:52 PM

57 escalating and obscene annual property taxes in Rockland County; likelihood of unlimited
dense multifamily and construction of religious facilities in residential areas

4/20/2020 3:34 PM

58 unrestricted population growth diminishing quality of life 4/20/2020 3:23 PM

59 Anti semitism 4/20/2020 1:40 PM

60 N/A 4/20/2020 1:34 PM

61 increasing high density housing, poor enforcement of zoning regulations and environmental
safeguards, increasing traffic and noise

4/19/2020 11:30 AM

62 Change of culture in chestnut ridge 4/17/2020 9:07 PM

63 over development and lack of zoning laws 4/17/2020 1:34 PM

64 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/17/2020 1:29 PM

65 Changing population 4/17/2020 12:09 PM

66 Increased property value - cashed out and moved 4/17/2020 11:50 AM

67 changing demographics/fear of the village's future 4/17/2020 11:30 AM

68 demographics are changing 4/17/2020 8:49 AM

69 Village losing country look 4/16/2020 4:54 PM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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70 Concerns of the neighborhood changing from residential to one of multifamily and additional
schools all over

4/15/2020 6:09 PM

71 Orthodox Jewish influence 4/15/2020 1:09 PM

72 Lack of Zoning law enforcement and Over Development 4/15/2020 12:09 PM

73 Change in demographics 4/15/2020 9:22 AM

74 discomfort with changing demographics 4/14/2020 10:58 PM

75 becoming more segregated and less diverse 4/14/2020 9:54 PM

76 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/14/2020 9:47 PM

77 NY State Legislation 4/14/2020 8:49 PM

78 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 7:54 PM

79 I know families have left but do not know why 4/14/2020 7:34 PM

80 Not happy with changes in neighborhood 4/14/2020 5:39 PM

81 Lac of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 1:27 PM

82 Unsafe roads without safe sidewalks, overdevelopment 4/14/2020 1:06 PM

83 No faith in local government 4/14/2020 12:56 PM

84 increasing traffic and more high density housing, poor enforcement of zoning and
environmental regulations; underfunding and deterioration of public schools

4/14/2020 10:24 AM

85 House of Worship Law 4/13/2020 11:33 PM

86 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:03 PM

87 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:39 PM

88 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/13/2020 9:38 PM

89 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:08 PM

90 relocation to be near grandchildren 4/13/2020 8:42 PM

91 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 8:30 PM

92 NY immunizations laws 4/13/2020 4:05 PM

93 the hasidics 4/13/2020 4:01 PM

94 Concerned about schools and orthodox run school board 4/13/2020 3:42 PM

95 Chaange in neighborhood demographics 4/13/2020 3:35 PM

96 Mandatory vaccination 4/13/2020 1:55 PM

97 fearing not being able to sell at another point in time for the price they want 4/13/2020 1:33 PM

98 Lack of the zoning and major over development. 4/13/2020 1:26 PM

99 change in school 4/13/2020 1:23 PM

100 vaccination 4/13/2020 1:21 PM

101 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 12:34 PM

102 Money being funneled out of public schools and concerns about the expanding eruv 4/13/2020 12:19 PM

103 Concern for decline in neighborhood 4/13/2020 12:18 PM

104 Concern for decline of neighborhood property upkeep. 4/13/2020 12:03 PM

105 Concerns about the changes in codes and the lack of leadership in providing good schools for
public school students. The voting blocks of the Jewish community are also an grave concern

4/13/2020 11:58 AM
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affecting school budgets. The building codes that have been disregarded in many cases is also
a grave concern.. f .

106 Demographic changes 4/13/2020 9:52 AM

107 Overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:51 AM

108 overdevelopment and lack of zonning enforcement 4/13/2020 9:31 AM

109 cultural appropriation 4/13/2020 9:21 AM

110 Over crowding in the village with too many people crowding the area. Over populated. 4/13/2020 9:08 AM

111 concerns over changing demographics & governance 4/13/2020 8:54 AM

112 Influx of Ultra Orthodox community 4/13/2020 8:42 AM

113 overbuilding and changing character of the neighborhood 4/12/2020 8:47 PM

114 Over development and lack of consistency in zoning law enforcement, declining quality of
Education in East Ramapo School District

4/10/2020 3:24 PM

115 House of worship zoning changes 4/10/2020 1:19 PM

116 Major and Trustee's are not doing whats best for the ALL citizens of Chestnut Ridge 4/10/2020 12:24 PM

117 changes in community 4/9/2020 1:30 PM

118 Influx of people who are lovely but whose leaders are absolutely corrupt. And they are bringing
their people down with them.

4/8/2020 8:00 PM

119 character of village changing from beautiful, welcoming community to heavily trafficked, noisy,
insensitive place to escape

4/8/2020 2:51 PM

120 changing character of village 4/8/2020 1:37 PM

121 Changes in neighborhood density 4/8/2020 10:36 AM

122 Overdevelopment, lack of quality affordable housing 4/7/2020 12:21 PM

123 They also felt that the primary reasons for taxes rising, and school quality plummeting, was due
to costly religious necessities of the growing Jewish community. Yes, religious rights must be
granted to all citizens, but there must ALSO be equity when it comes to the use of tax funds, so
that all populations in the village are fairly represented, and none are unfairly burdened to
uphold the rights of others.

4/7/2020 10:35 AM

124 changing demographics of the neighborhood 4/7/2020 9:48 AM

125 Demographical changes, harassment 4/6/2020 4:36 PM

126 unchecked overdevelopment 4/6/2020 4:35 PM

127 don't know 4/6/2020 10:59 AM

128 neighborhood changing 4/6/2020 10:56 AM

129 not feeling at home anymore surrounded by a religious group of people who were not
interacting with them; fear for the public school system because of the rise of religious schools;
fear of loss of property value because of massive income of religious group changing the look
of the village.

4/6/2020 8:49 AM

130 Lack of support for public school funding. 4/5/2020 10:51 PM

131 Families moved out of NY because of the mandated vaccines. They wanted to go to a state
where they were not mandated.

4/5/2020 9:42 PM

132 Change in demographics 4/5/2020 5:07 PM

133 Over crowded, to longer a country living area. 4/5/2020 10:21 AM

134 over development and concerns having local houses of worship in our neighborhood 4/4/2020 1:45 PM

135 Large religious groups taking control of school district and not abiding by local village
ordinances

4/4/2020 11:14 AM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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136 Influx of Ultra Orthodox 4/4/2020 10:15 AM

137 neighborhood change 4/4/2020 6:59 AM

138 Being overrun by Hasidic who do not conform to Village or Zoning laws 4/3/2020 10:38 PM

139 Reduced diversity of area due to influx of one population 4/3/2020 11:02 AM

140 Religion 4/3/2020 8:14 AM

141 changing community population 4/2/2020 7:54 PM

142 Increased density 4/2/2020 5:32 PM

143 Feeling forced out by ultra-orthodox Jewish community. 4/2/2020 7:37 AM

144 nys immunization law 4/1/2020 5:51 AM

145 changing neighborhood 3/31/2020 1:46 AM

146 Demographic changes in neighborhoods 3/30/2020 8:36 PM

147 Neighbors 3/30/2020 1:07 PM

148 Removal of religious exemption laws for school immunizations 3/30/2020 6:42 AM

149 Vaccines, Deforestation 3/29/2020 7:13 PM

150 Changes in the community demographics 3/29/2020 3:24 PM

151 New residents causeing problems 3/29/2020 1:26 PM

152 Demographic changed /new people don't pay taxes because of religious reasons. 3/29/2020 12:46 PM

153 1)Overwhelming and disproportional increase of non-secular special interest group residents
2)Excessive under-enforced code violations 3)Increase of illegal property use and non-
registered contractor work 4)Increase of non-secular absentee landlords ignoring necessary
landscaping maintenance and building repairs and intentionally concealing illegal tenants and
other illegal rental activities. 5)Excessive increase of costly local gov't legal conflicts over land
use, busing, finance appropriations and seats for board members involving mostly one religious
special interest group 6)Excessive increase of land over-development from one religious
special interest group. 7)Increased tax burdens, infrastructure costs and environmental
demands from excessive and disproportional increases of one religious special interest groups
501c housing, dormitories and schools. 8)Increase of severe county health code violations with
contempt and disregard of laws pertaining to the spread of life-threatening human diseases
9)Increase in the almost daily disruption and general enjoyment of our village having to endure,
suffer with, and converse about all of the above undeniably frustrating issues and 10)Knowing
the result of this Plan will drastically change our village in many ways mostly to inure the non-
secular community with severe disappointment and disadvantage to the rest of its residents.
Shall I continue the reasons for their moving?

3/28/2020 6:51 PM

154 HIGH DENSITY- INCREASING TRAFFIC- VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN-LOSS OF RESPECT
FOR NATURAL LANDSCAPE-LACK OF INCLUSION OF THE LONGTIME HOMEOWNERS IN
CREATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES AND POLICIES-RAPID DECLINE IN THE
RESIDENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE AREA-LACK OF RESPECT FOR CITIZENS WHO
VOICE CONCERNS- LAX VOTING SUPERVISION

3/28/2020 3:33 PM

155 Overdevelopment/congestion in area/change in village's character 3/28/2020 3:02 PM

156 overdevelopment, lack of code enforcement 3/27/2020 4:58 PM

157 Changing demographic that is affecting local services and quality of life 3/27/2020 10:52 AM

158 Don’t want cemeteries, school bus on Sun - not the same culture I moved here. 3/26/2020 7:04 PM

159 concerns about density and overdevelopment 3/25/2020 11:23 PM

160 Over crowding and unclean properties. 3/25/2020 10:17 PM

161 Large entrance of Jewish Families moving into Chestnut Ridge 3/25/2020 6:04 PM

162 Over development concerns 3/25/2020 12:26 AM
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163 Change in people in the village 3/24/2020 6:08 PM

164 Neighbors 3/24/2020 5:36 PM

165 concern about density and crowding 3/24/2020 4:27 PM

166 Changes in neighbor hood dynamic 3/24/2020 3:34 PM

167 changing the character of chestnut ridge 3/24/2020 2:53 PM

168 Religious sects moving in and taking over the neighborhood 3/24/2020 2:39 PM

169 Hassidic & Orthodox offered more money than the house was worth 3/24/2020 2:05 PM

170 Concerns regarding influx of ultra religious people, houses of worship - especially 3 Spring Hill
Terrace, illegal construction at night and Sundays, parking on lawns and street, litter on
property and in the street

3/24/2020 12:52 PM

171 Change in demographics 3/24/2020 12:06 PM

172 Changing neighborhood 3/24/2020 11:43 AM

173 Changing demographics in the villafe 3/24/2020 11:27 AM

174 moved to warmer climate 3/24/2020 11:26 AM

175 They passed away 3/24/2020 11:00 AM

176 Changing neighborhood 3/24/2020 11:00 AM

177 Did not want to live with the people that moved into our area 3/24/2020 10:43 AM

178 Felt pressured to sell/demographic changes 3/24/2020 10:36 AM

179 BLOCKBUSTING offered over market value for home by Realty Teams 3/24/2020 10:22 AM

180 Fear of demographic change and impact on home values 3/22/2020 8:26 PM

181 block busting, over-development, lack of code enforcement 3/22/2020 12:16 PM

182 Unfriendly neighbors--feeling unwanted in a particular community 3/21/2020 2:21 PM

183 Mandated NYS vaccinations 3/20/2020 9:49 PM

184 Climate, Neighborhood 3/20/2020 12:39 PM

185 Decreasing quality of life. Concentration of religious influence for a certain group that is
certainly favored. Laws that only protect their influence leading to a decrease of property
values, living conditions, diversity and a sense of community.

3/20/2020 10:07 AM

186 Although I don't know names I know a few who had moved because our properties are viewd
by a specific community who is aggresively pursuing buying our properties.

3/19/2020 5:11 PM

187 Concerned about the increasing loss of diversity in the village and overpopulation. 3/19/2020 4:21 PM

188 Concerns about the changing character of the village 3/19/2020 3:39 PM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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Q5 The minimum lot sizes in the Residential Zoning Districts in the Village
should be changed to eliminate nonconformities, so that most all of the

existing lots that have already been created are at or above the required
minimum lot size.

Answered: 468 Skipped: 87
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Q6 Floor Area Ratios should be set at a lower number than today, so a
very large house cannot be constructed on a minimum required lot.  For
example, today in the R-40 district, the largest house you can build on a
minimum lot of 40,000 square feet is 8,000 square feet (Required  FAR =

0.20).
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Q7 FAR limits should be relaxed to allow expansions or replacements of
homes so residents can add more space.

Answered: 470 Skipped: 85
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Q8 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should be increased so houses are
farther apart.

Answered: 459 Skipped: 96
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Q9 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should remain the same.
Answered: 463 Skipped: 92
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Q10 Support the Architectural Review Board.  Architectural Review and
Design Guidelines should be stricter and/or apply to more properties to
ensure better quality and appearance of new or renovated homes and

commercial properties.
Answered: 468 Skipped: 87
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Q11 Allow for some higher density apartments, such as duplexes,
townhomes or apartments, to provide additional housing choices,

increasing the diversity of housing types
Answered: 456 Skipped: 99
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Q12 Developers should be required to provide a set percentage of
affordable housing units, so families with a variety of incomes can live in

the Village.
Answered: 452 Skipped: 103
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Q13 The Village should have a variety of housing at various prices, but a
mandatory system of requiring affordable housing is not necessary.

Answered: 451 Skipped: 104
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Q14 The Red Schoolhouse Road/Garden State Parkway extension
interchange area is suitable for multifamily apartment or townhome

development, if traffic improvement projects are required to be
constructed by developers.

Answered: 450 Skipped: 105
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Q15 The Green Meadow Waldorf School/Threefold Foundation should be
allowed to expand its housing for teachers at its campus and/or at nearby

properties.
Answered: 452 Skipped: 103
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Q16 Commercial operations at the Green Meadow School such as the
Food Co-op should be allowed to expand.

Answered: 452 Skipped: 103
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Q17 The Village should allow housing to be developed at higher than
single family density at the Gould Academy property, and other large sites

along Chestnut Ridge Road.
Answered: 452 Skipped: 103
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Q18 The Village should allow the creation of accessory apartments at
single family homes for elderly or young adult family members, who

cannot afford or cannot handle living independently.
Answered: 450 Skipped: 105
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Q19 Three-family Dwelling (looks like a single-family dwelling, but has
more units in the building)

Answered: 441 Skipped: 114
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Q20 Fourplex Dwelling (four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 441 Skipped: 114
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Q21 Townhouses (single-family attached dwellings)
Answered: 444 Skipped: 111
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Q22 Multifamily Building (more that four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 445 Skipped: 110

12.58%
56

87.42%
389

 
445

 
1.87

Support Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 SUPPORT DO NOT SUPPORT TOTAL WEIGHTED AVERAGE

(no label)

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)



Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

29 / 92

Q23 Senior Multifamily Dwellings
Answered: 445 Skipped: 110
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Q24 The passage of the Place of Worship uses with standards for
development is a positive step for Village of Chestnut Ridge, allowing
residents to apply for and develop the types of Places of Worship they

would like to attend within the community.
Answered: 448 Skipped: 107
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Q25 The Village should adjust the Place of Worship zoning code
amendments in the years ahead, if problems arise as more places of

worship are developed.
Answered: 448 Skipped: 107
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Q26 The Village should support the relocation of the end of DeSalvo
Court so that it lines up with the traffic light at the southbound off-ramp

from the Garden State Parkway Extension.
Answered: 438 Skipped: 117
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Q27 A traffic signal system should be installed at Williams and Summit
Roads at Red Schoolhouse Road, to facilitate cars turning onto Red

Schoolhouse Road from these side streets.
Answered: 441 Skipped: 114
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Q28 Sidewalks should be provided along Red Schoolhouse Road,
Chestnut Ridge Road, and along all major roads.

Answered: 438 Skipped: 117
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Q29 Sidewalks should be required on local roads and within new housing
developments.

Answered: 439 Skipped: 116
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Q30 An additional through-traffic lane should be added to Red
Schoolhouse Road, for traffic going straight under the bridge traveling

from Chestnut Ridge toward Montvale.
Answered: 439 Skipped: 116
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Q31 The north-bound on ramp onto the Garden State Parkway extension
from Red Schoolhouse road should be widened and a signal installed.

Answered: 435 Skipped: 120
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Q32 Developers in the Red Schoolhouse Road area should be required to
help fund traffic improvements around the Garden State Parkway

interchange in exchange for being granted incentive zoning.
Answered: 440 Skipped: 115
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Q33 Encourage appropriate commercial and industrial development in
and near the Village center in the Red Schoolhouse Road and GSP

Extension interchange area.
Answered: 431 Skipped: 124
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Q34 Provide sites for appropriate light industrial development in Chestnut
Ridge, where only offices are allowed now.

Answered: 432 Skipped: 123

13.89%
60

29.63%
128

15.97%
69

16.67%
72

23.84%
103

 
432

 
3.07

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support

Strongly Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 STRONGLY
SUPPORT

SUPPORT NEUTRAL DO NOT
SUPPORT

STRONGLY DO NOT
SUPPORT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)



Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

41 / 92

Q35 Because, Laboratory Office Zoning (LO) has not been successful at
attracting office development in recent years, the LO zone should be

changed to allow light industrial and/or warehousing uses.
Answered: 432 Skipped: 123
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Q36 Detached 1 story converted residence (parking in rear or to side of
building). Buildings have front and side yards.

Answered: 434 Skipped: 121
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Q37 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 1-story.

Answered: 435 Skipped: 120
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Q38 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 2-stories. Buildings are

not attached, and there are side yards between buildings.
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Q39 Attached row-style shopfronts (Street parking, municipal lots, parking
behind buildings). Here, buildings are all attached, unlike the previous

image.
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Q40 Conventional commercial shopping center with parking in central
parking area, 2-story.
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Q41 2-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.
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Q42 3-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.
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Q43 Add any comments about the images you see:
Answered: 68 Skipped: 487
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 I prefer the unassuming buildings that are in keeping with the current style of housing in
Chestnut Ridge

4/26/2020 9:12 AM

2 IF they follow the architectual designs shown in the 37. & 39. photos above, then I am
supportive. IF they build garbage architectual as the other ones on that large scale, then I am
definitly opposed.

4/24/2020 8:25 PM

3 Some of the buildings pictured are too massive. 4/24/2020 8:25 PM

4 Too big for Chestnut Ridge. 4/24/2020 8:22 PM

5 all presented images allow for a lot of interpretation. let's not pretend that here in Chestnut
Ridge we live in some kind of an architectural marvel. Most of the housing stock from 60's -70's
are run of the mill cookie cutters and poorly build and recent additions are mostly, with few
exceptions, horrid creations lacking any style.

4/24/2020 7:07 PM

6 We bought into CR because its character was suburban residential. I do not believe there
needs be any change in that character!

4/24/2020 7:04 PM

7 No development except in existing spaces where store fronts already exist 4/24/2020 7:02 PM

8 Small scale, small town feel is fine, but no major chain store mall development! 4/24/2020 11:53 AM

9 Over crowding 4/24/2020 5:13 AM

10 These images are why I moved from NYC and I feel that it is unfair to allow the entire way of life
that I love should have to change because a group of newcomers have decided that their way
of life is more important than their neighbors' . This is not what America is about. Its not our
fault that some people have been outbid by "hipsters" and chased out of Brooklyn.

4/23/2020 11:14 PM

11 Ample parking is a most 4/23/2020 7:59 PM

12 Small-sized buildings like the ones at the very beginning are reasonable sizes; don't see the
need for big commerical structures that will crowd the Village.

4/23/2020 2:15 PM

13 Images 37 - 42 will not preserve our original Village life style as it was meant to be. 4/23/2020 12:43 PM

14 Can't see any of the images! 4/22/2020 9:28 AM

15 Unable to see any images 4/21/2020 10:55 PM

16 Area already has commercial buildings that are not occupied 4/21/2020 9:38 PM

17 No images appeared and the site maps are not available 4/21/2020 8:04 PM

18 There is no indication as to where these would be built 4/21/2020 4:06 PM

19 This is a Village not a city lets keep that way. 4/21/2020 3:50 PM

20 Large office buildings and overbuilding of office buildings can easily create a near certainty to
structures that will stand empty for conisderable periods of time. This is a very fickle
marketplace.

4/21/2020 11:13 AM

21 would like to see much more commercial and retail business come to chestnut ridge 4/20/2020 9:49 PM

22 Great visionary picture 4/20/2020 7:11 PM

23 i support more commercial Spaces it depends on the area. but some areas can use multi office
and retail.

4/20/2020 2:50 PM

24 I am in favor of trees and pedestrian walkways and low enough density so the look and feeling
of a residential, family community is preserved, in contrast to a commercial zone or city

4/19/2020 12:14 PM

25 This is the last community for miles that has farm land and forest... don’t turn it into a suburb
where kids bike in circles around parking lots littered with single use containers from strip malls,
and stop cutting down the woods to accommodate elderly populations when schools are
already struggling to compete with yeshivas. If the Jewish schools and the elderly folk stay
within their respective communities, who will the kids play with? Where will they have
meaningful childhoods?

4/15/2020 7:57 PM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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26 There are serious safety issues in the village with religious school bussed. Stronger limits are
needed for amount of traffic and local speed limits.

4/14/2020 10:05 PM

27 The reason I am against the “larger” looking developments is because they become an eyesore
when they become vacant

4/14/2020 7:52 PM

28 Chestnut Ridge isnt meant for these types of structures can forsee over crowding. 4/14/2020 7:28 PM

29 no 4/14/2020 4:24 PM

30 These types of buildings would change the character of our village. It will become a city, more
pollution, increased traffic, and crime. If this is the way the village wants to go, do you have a
plan for having our own police force.

4/14/2020 1:18 PM

31 I support "village style" but not "mega-style" 4/13/2020 8:46 PM

32 It all depends on whether there is sufficient road and utility work done to support all the
increase. Important too is that it all be well and beautifully done.

4/13/2020 5:38 PM

33 keep us rural, secluded and free from extra traffic and commercial endeavors. 4/13/2020 4:15 PM

34 I think most are not appropriate for our small village 4/13/2020 4:05 PM

35 Small scale is ok, but nothing that invites additional traffic 4/13/2020 10:17 AM

36 I would move back to Manhattan if I wanted to look at concrete and side walks. I moved to
Chestnut Ridge for a quiet quaint village feeling. Not ugly commercial 2 or 3 story high buildings
with cars cluttering the street or giant parking lots soiling the view. I’m an advocate for small
Businesses and shops coming into the village to alleviate tax burden but not at the expense of
distorting what Chestnut Ridge has been for the last 25 years I’ve known it.

4/13/2020 9:36 AM

37 would be helpful to list real examples of places we'd like to mimic.. e.g. Nyack, Paramus NJ,
Montclair, etc

4/13/2020 9:31 AM

38 Can any of these for tax properties be allow be allowed to for non-tax pruposes like houses of
worship? If so, whats the point if theVillage wont collect taxes.

4/12/2020 8:56 PM

39 I would hope the Village limits the number of buildings it would propose. The definition of light
industrial use could also be manipulated to allow noncommercial use especially as a backdoor
route to tax exempt houses of worship. There would be nothing preventing houses of worship in
these new light duty commercial zones as they would be protected by RLUIPA which requires
the village to treat religious use no less favorably than non religious use. I would hope
commercial means commercial in allowing projects like this to be built so that we benefit from a
viable tax base.

4/10/2020 3:50 PM

40 Do not understand why retail, theaters etc. need to be within the village boundaries, when
there's struggling retail in e.g. Nanuet.

4/9/2020 4:34 PM

41 Whatever you decide on please pay special attention to the infrastructure, traffic, and water
supply and the developers have to pay for all of that

4/9/2020 11:56 AM

42 Why can we have a open space? When you use terms like “the land stays empty” you are in
the meeting that it is a bad thing to have land empty

4/8/2020 8:18 PM

43 I can't visualize where all these shopping areas would be. I don't want strip malls. Some few
attractive, not extensive, buildings for local businesses would be OK in the right place/s.

4/6/2020 7:07 PM

44 CR should be a residential area 4/5/2020 12:22 PM

45 Not supporting any major commecial development in the Village. Is anybody paying attention to
all the retail business closing around RC. Like Nanuet, Nyack, ect... just to mentioned a few.

4/5/2020 10:47 AM

46 Keep Chestnut Ridge the way it is NOW! 4/4/2020 4:45 PM

47 If retain and or office buildings are confined to a specific are where residential houosing is not
effected, I am ok wit it. I am against putting these developments in existing residential 1-family
areas. The same goes for any houses of worship. They do not belong in a 1-famitly residential
area.

4/4/2020 1:58 PM

48 I do not want massive commercial buildings in our village. 4/4/2020 7:36 AM

49 Should limit overcrowding and too many designs 4/3/2020 11:44 AM

Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

52 / 92

50 Larger buildings of any kind require greater maintenance, utilities and longer development
schedules as well as increased permanent environmental and municipal demands. The high
density of these proposals in this small an area is too great to consider in the center of so many
single family homes, especially with the Thruway ramps proposal, and will over-stress the local
community, cause too high an impact from construction, trucking and utility interferences
including immediate and permanent long term vehicle and foot traffic. Local atmosphere
damage from noise and vehicle pollution will increase, and over development of the S.Rd.
Corridor will discourage local resident drivers away due to heavy truck, commuter, school bus,
car and pedestrian congestion, with severely exacerbated unwanted conditions much worse if
the Wellington Campus is developed. The impact of busing and transportation for this many
students of any culture would destroy the serenity and normal enjoyment local homeowners
earned the right to keep. The S.Rd. Corridor should not become a “destination”. The immediate
surrounding homes are a place of retreat, where residents go to escape from the high density
proposals you’re considering in your plan and is the number one reason why residents moved
here in the first place.

3/29/2020 2:10 PM

51 We do not want chestnut ridge becoming shopping hub. Look what happened to the shops at
nanuet.

3/29/2020 2:03 PM

52 Please maintain our village. Single family houses. It can't handle thease industial and places of
worship.

3/29/2020 12:55 PM

53 After picture #39, the area becomes more and more like the city. Image 39 reminds me of
Nyack/the Hamptons. We can have shopping areas that are conducive to shopping, enjoying
the area, spending time outdoors.

3/28/2020 3:20 PM

54 The location of these products needs to be specified before one can opine 3/28/2020 3:15 PM

55 KEEP THE SUBURBAN FEEL CHESTNUT RIDGE HAS OFFERED FOR MANY YEARS 3/27/2020 6:53 PM

56 Natural surroundings please. Trees, birds, wildlife 3/26/2020 4:35 PM

57 I wish our community to be residential and diverse. I do not support new business construction
or multiple family dwellings or use of residential homes for religious gatherings

3/26/2020 12:53 PM

58 Am opposed to some of the 2 story structures because of he uncertainty of the second floor
usage.

3/25/2020 12:21 PM

59 The less congested the better. 3/24/2020 6:39 PM

60 The charm of Chestnut Ridge is that it doesn't have large commercial shopping centers and
office buildings. These images would change the character of the village. I do not approve of
these kind of commercial changes.

3/24/2020 4:11 PM

61 I prefer one story office buildings if new construction, but that was not an option. 3/24/2020 3:59 PM

62 ! story looks best 2 story deign should look like New England style structures Stand alone
remodeled private homes are best

3/24/2020 2:31 PM

63 Please leave the village as is 3/24/2020 11:17 AM

64 The character of this small community would be radically upended with the development of
large wharehouses, industrial sites and large shopping complexes. And my suspicion is that tax
breaks will be given to large businesses who would develop here, and the residents will be
forced to pay even higher taxes. Please encourage small businesses.

3/24/2020 11:06 AM

65 Large retail development is not in keeping with the character of the village. 3/22/2020 8:50 PM

66 If the aim is to keep Chestnut Ridge as a village then too much developmentis counter
productive

3/21/2020 2:31 PM

67 want to keep the village a village 3/19/2020 9:42 PM

68 scary.. 3/19/2020 5:32 PM
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Q44 Ensure that all development blends in with the natural environment
through high-quality, environmentally sensitive design and landscaping.
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Q45 Protect or acquire important areas of open space.
Answered: 428 Skipped: 127
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Q46 Require open space to be preserved as part of any rezoning for
higher density housing or apartments.
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Q47 Enact a “Tree Law,” similar to those in neighboring communities, to
require a permit to cut any tree over a specified size or before any area of

a lot is cleared of vegetation and/or graded.
Answered: 429 Skipped: 126
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Q48 Would you be in favor or against encouraging the following types of
commercial growth in the Village?
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# OTHER IDEAS (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Gas station on 45. 4/24/2020 8:30 PM

2 We need a stationary store! 4/24/2020 8:29 PM

3 Archery range Arts & Crafts Center for children and adults to learn how to paint, draw and
sculpt. Music school

4/24/2020 4:14 PM

4 bike trail 4/24/2020 1:03 PM

5 Public Park, Playground, Art space, Museum, 4/24/2020 11:57 AM

6 Urgent Care centers 4/24/2020 12:34 AM

7 Keep Everything as it is. That is why we moved here. 4/23/2020 9:52 PM

8 Drive In Cinema- Covid related 4/23/2020 9:07 PM

9 more green spaces 4/23/2020 5:50 PM

10 I say 'No' to almost all of these as I don't see the need for more development. When one has a
car/automobile, they have access to every one of the above places within 5 minutes to half an
hour.

4/23/2020 2:21 PM

11 Community park. 4/23/2020 11:36 AM

12 Event/ wedding venues 4/22/2020 11:51 PM

13 Do not support casino type entertainment 4/22/2020 1:16 PM

14 Hazardous materials producers - do not support 4/22/2020 12:04 PM

15 Outdoor parks for children to play in. Basketball courts, baseball and football fields. Tennis
courts, public (& separate) swimming

4/22/2020 12:08 AM

16 We are a small village. Keep it that way 4/21/2020 10:57 PM

17 This is hard to answer since it is not clear where these would be established and how. Why not
use space that is already there but not used?

4/21/2020 4:11 PM

18 skating rink, small theater with only independent films 4/21/2020 3:58 PM

19 In appropriate areas 4/20/2020 11:55 PM

20 MORE SHOPPING!!!! Would bring more jobs!!! 4/20/2020 9:53 PM

21 outdoor park area 4/20/2020 7:59 PM

22 Any retail activity should be quiet, targeted mainly to residents and not attract business from
surrounding areas so it does not get too busy. Commercial activity should be contained and
quiet and not create problems for the peace of the residents.

4/19/2020 4:22 PM

23 Do not support hazzardous material producers 4/17/2020 1:45 PM

24 Mixed use commercial as indicated above with multi-family residential 4/15/2020 9:46 AM

25 Hardware store 4/14/2020 11:09 PM

26 Preserve the few remaining undeveloped areas of wild undergrowth and forest. They are critical
to ecology and are our social responsibility to maintatin.

4/14/2020 10:08 PM

27 Hazardous Material Production - Do Not Support 4/14/2020 10:00 PM

28 Do not support Hazzardous Material Producers 4/14/2020 8:44 PM

29 Hazardous material producers - do not support 4/14/2020 8:05 PM

30 Please remember the character of this village. We are living through the results of increased
density. Please keep this in mind.

4/14/2020 1:24 PM

31 Do not support Hazardous Material Producers 4/13/2020 9:49 PM

32 Hazardous material producers - Do Not Support 4/13/2020 9:49 PM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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33 craft shop, book store, ecological recycling, village resale store 4/13/2020 8:51 PM

34 Automotive repair yes; but sales (like the big rows on Rte 59 or 304) NO. 4/13/2020 5:42 PM

35 No hazardous products sellers or manufacturers 4/13/2020 12:53 PM

36 Hazardous material manufacturers or sellers 4/13/2020 12:40 PM

37 Hazzardous Material Producers Do not support 4/13/2020 12:20 PM

38 There’s enough in the area. 4/13/2020 10:22 AM

39 No hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 9:20 AM

40 Make sure businesses that operate here are environmentally friendly. We don't need toxic
waste seeping into our water system. So no Gas stations.

4/12/2020 8:59 PM

41 Note, using this section to ask for a more specific definition of Entertainment as well as Family
Entertainment. What does the village mean as Entertainment can mean different things to
different people

4/10/2020 4:08 PM

42 There are struggling strip malls all over our part of the county. How would it benefit anyone to
add to the excess capacity just to have something within the village's boundary lines. We need
to think bigger!

4/9/2020 4:38 PM

43 Boutique shops selling unique clothing, jewelry, perfumes, and other gift products and small
businesses. Please do not muck up our town with big-name commercial establishments. Lets
establish some charm and elegance in our town, and support small business. Especially after
this pandemic is over, small businesses will be wiped out. Let's give them a chance to sprout
and grow in Chestnut Ridge.

4/7/2020 10:50 AM

44 A working farm to teach people about the importance of fresh food to obtain optimal health 4/7/2020 9:57 AM

45 Community garden space. Quiet, retreat space. 4/5/2020 11:12 PM

46 Civic Center 4/5/2020 8:09 PM

47 The reason I moved to Chestnut Ridge 35 years ago was to get away from the over
development in Westchester. I looked for a quiet area that did not contain many commercial
properties. IWe do not need bars, resturants or gyms. There are plenty nearby. Office complex
development along rout 45 is fine as long as improvements are made to roads.

4/4/2020 2:11 PM

48 Public Gardens Environmental Education 3/29/2020 7:24 PM

49 It’s ridiculous to think Chestnut Ridge “needs” any commercial growth. There are many places
within a short driving distance to acquire most of what is suggested in this plan. Our community
would be better served if the Village improved the existing structures like the strip mall next to
the fire house, the adjacent structures across the street and the dilapidated Village Hall meeting
rooms and offices. Again, and I repeat, Chestnut Ridge should not become a “destination.”

3/29/2020 2:41 PM

50 More public recreational areas such as tennis courts, walking paths, track. 3/28/2020 3:22 PM

51 Chestnut Ridge is a residential community surrounded by a wealth of retail, entertainment and
commercial availability. There is no reason why the Village should attempt to have all property
uses in its boundaries. No resident should think that all their wishes for retail, entertainment etc
need to be right next door.

3/28/2020 3:21 PM

52 GREEN SPACE - WALKING PATHS - BETTER SIGNAGE WELCOMING MOTORISTS TO
CHESTNUT RIDGE WITH LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTS AT NIGHT SIMILAR TO
CLARKSTOWN'S SIGNAGE

3/27/2020 6:56 PM

53 Everything listed here only benefits developers not residents. There is a plethora of these
"amenities" mere minutes away in NJ, Nanuet, Spr. Valley, Clarkstown, etc.

3/26/2020 4:44 PM

54 only light industry or office parks that fit in with surrounding area Best to be hidden from sight
Nothing to be built without sidewalks &* road widening with left turn added to road widening

3/24/2020 2:37 PM

55 bookstore & plant nursery 3/24/2020 11:58 AM

56 Ornamental plant nursery, book store, musical instrument shop with music lessons available 3/24/2020 11:13 AM

57 Arts facilities: artists' studios, galleries, music lessons, performance venues, spaces for writers, 3/22/2020 8:55 PM
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co-working spaces for start-ups and sole-proprietor businesses. Feed the creative economy! It
has a low impact on the environment, but increases local engagement and generates economic
activity.

58 Veterinary Hospitals yes. 3/22/2020 5:25 PM
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Q50 Please write in any comments you would like the Comprehensive
Plan Committee to consider here, on any topic that was not covered in the

questions above.
Answered: 142 Skipped: 413
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 We would encourage that the landscape, the greenery and wetlands be respected. That is the
primary reason we moved here 39 years ago.

4/28/2020 1:58 PM

2 Chestnut Ridge, formerly known as So. Spring Valley, has always been a very diversified
community, multi-ethnicity, multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-family compositions. We have all
lived together in harmony, respecting our differences, welcoming learning from each other, we
did not invade another's privacy, we were respectful and we cared about one another and
helped one another. Our common goal was to contribute to maintaining our community's
character and lifestyle. Our many years of peaceful harmony has been disrupted and we want it
back.

4/28/2020 1:37 PM

3 Several lengthy comments made throughout survey - illegible to transcribe 4/28/2020 12:49 PM

4 I am a resident of the Fellowship Community. The Comprehensive Plan of the Village of
Chestnut Ridge needs to allow growth in the Fellowship Community as a whole - including for
staff and independent residents.

4/28/2020 12:27 PM

5 I'm concerned because I live in the Fellowship Community. The Fellowship Community seems
not to be addressed in this survey. The Fellowship Community has a central building which
houses a central care unit, with outer buildings that house independent seniors and also
employees & their families. And the community has the only working farm left in Rockland
County (the Duryea Farm). The Comprehensive Plan of the Village of Chestnut Ridge needs to
allow growth with the Fellowship Community as a whole - including for staff and independent
residents. Thank you.

4/28/2020 12:15 PM

6 We would encourage that the landscape, the greenery and wetlands be respected. That is the
primary reason we moved here 39 years ago.

4/28/2020 12:05 PM

7 i think you should deal with non conformng bulk lots by grandfatherig them but i would not be in
favor of a blanket over all lowering of lot sizes that would allow creation of new lots by
subdividing existing lots. also while i did not object to the concept of religious uses, I feel the
law that was adopted was to generous as to bulk, parking and location. I forsee problems will
develop. much of our streets dont have sidewalks and there will be problems if you dont look at
that again.

4/26/2020 4:32 PM

8 Find ways to bring back deversification to Chestnut Ridge Village now! 4/24/2020 8:33 PM

9 Make Chestnut Ridge a diverse community again. We no longer are. 4/24/2020 8:32 PM

10 In general it is too late for a comprehensive plan but if somebody insists we should have one
let's have a good one. It should be the one that preserves what are our most valuable assets
open space and trees. If we cannot achieve that or if the whole idea of a plan is to prevent
certain religious community from taking over the village it's a waste of time and money

4/24/2020 8:02 PM

11 No commercial development unless green, no school dormitories, no private schools unless
public schools are better funded, no changes in zoning to accommodate private schools, more
green space

4/24/2020 7:13 PM

12 When we are surrounded by business establishments, I fail to see the need to have them
herew. Commercial establishments will only encourage more traffic & air pollution.

4/24/2020 7:12 PM

13 We have limited capacity to monitor development and code enforcement.Therefoe how would
we address all these growth and developmental issues successfully.

4/24/2020 5:06 PM

14 Allow for the ease of additions to homes and adding basements to homes without them or only
a crawl space and not include it in the FAR.

4/24/2020 4:21 PM

15 Would like to see more Places of Jewish Worship in the village and not just Churches and
Mosques

4/24/2020 2:35 PM

16 Small scale, create a small town, walkable town, public transit, emphasis on quality of life,
health, sustainability

4/24/2020 12:00 PM

17 I work and live at the Fellowship Community. I feel like we are a great resource for the wider
community for green space -I've seen a lots of neighbors taking advantage of our grounds for
outdoor social distancing in this time of quarantine- and our public events are enjoyed by all.

4/24/2020 11:00 AM
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We would really benefit from an ability to expand residential spaces for both employees and
elderly members. Thank you.

18 Thank you for your consideration to every resident. We would appreciate if the bridge in
Childrens Park could be re-built to provide access to South Pascack Road.

4/23/2020 11:23 PM

19 The residents moved away from NYC to live with nature and tranquility rather than big city life.
We should not be forced to conform to what someone else's vision of what they believe should
be. Isn't that what the NAZIS did 80 years ago?

4/23/2020 11:22 PM

20 Before embarking on new development please ensure that you have been and will be able to
enforce existing regulations

4/23/2020 10:10 PM

21 The suggested changes would adversely affect the flavor of the village. 4/23/2020 9:53 PM

22 Adequate parking area for ANY house of worship of any size, plus adequate security measures
in respect of attendance size- enforcing of attendance check and security control

4/23/2020 9:09 PM

23 Let's keep this Village small and quaint and let's keep big city living out of this village and keep
our community diverse which is why we moved here in the first place.

4/23/2020 8:54 PM

24 I work and live in the Fellowship Community for around 7 years. It appears to me that the
community has not been addressed in this survey. The Fellowship Community a long term care
community for the elderly has a central care unit surrounded by outer buildings that house
independent seniors as well as employees and their families. This community has an active
working farm: DURYEA FARM, the only working one in the county. It is important and beneficial
for the wider community that the comprehensive plan from the Village of Chestnut Ridge take in
consideration the Fellowship Community to allow its growth in all aspects, including housing for
staff and independent senior residents.

4/23/2020 8:37 PM

25 stricter zoning laws, more park spaces 4/23/2020 5:51 PM

26 As a 45 year-long resident and employee and local physician at the Fellowship Community, I
am very surprised that the FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY is not mentioned in this survey. Please
consider that the Fellowship Community has a central care unit with outer buildings that house
both independent seniors as well as employees and their families. This community has the only
working farm in Rockland County (DURYEA FARM). For the reasons I mentioned before, the
Comprehensive Plan from the Village of Chestnut Ridge really needs to allow growth in the
Fellowship Community as a whole that is, to include housing for employees and for
independent senior residents.

4/23/2020 5:05 PM

27 Q. 50 - This whole planning process is a “sham”. The community planning survey was created
around a preconceived result and outcome that was decided upon by a few (not the majority),
and was not the result of a community process. The proponents have decided this is the plan
they want- take it or leave it. We are in the middle of the Wuhan Virus Outbreak. Why would
you even consider a movie theatre in any plan? Is this a viable institution in the current or a
future socially distant society. The big box stores, the traditional anchors for shopping centers
are a thing of the past. See the rise of Netflix? Disney? Have you seen the Nanuet Mall of late?
Macy’s? Gone! Sears? Gone! This is a small suburban bedroom community. Why do we need
shopping centers? Montvale, NJ is less than a mile away & the surounding Rockland County
Community has more than enough shopping facilities, in close proximity. The proposed “future”
(Fig.13) new exit and entrance ramps to/from the GSP Extension will create new &
unnecessary traffic issues. Developers should be required to pay for ALL traffic
improvements/changes, with NO TAX Abatements or Reductions. No public funds should be
committed.

4/23/2020 4:38 PM

28 I live in the Fellowship Community on Hungry Hollow Rd. There is a central care unit and other
buildings for seniors and families. The Comprehensive Plan of Chestnut Ridge should allow
growth of the Fellowship Community with buildings for staff and independent residents.

4/23/2020 4:32 PM

29 thanks so much! 4/23/2020 1:03 PM

30 Preserve, conserve and protect our present way of living. Do not overcrowd our village. 4/23/2020 12:52 PM

31 Please save Chestnut Ridge from overdevelopment. No more houses of worship unless they
are all taxed. High taxes, a changing school system are driving our grown children out and
forcing seniors to leave. We want to stay here for many years, but may have to reconsider
because of all the changes in the last 10 years.

4/23/2020 11:43 AM
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32 i would like the bourd to consider an elimiination to the law requiring to have a 2 car garage, as
long as you have a driveway with room to park 2 cars.

4/23/2020 11:34 AM

33 We need another park like childrens park 4/22/2020 8:32 PM

34 Don’t over do it 4/22/2020 8:26 PM

35 It will be good to have bike lanes, to foster healthy living. That, of course , may mean
broadening roads and educating people.

4/22/2020 1:17 PM

36 Please keep green space! Please preserve the few wild/natural pieces of land our village has
left. Please don't allow rampant construction and unsightly multi-family homes. Thank you very
much!

4/22/2020 9:31 AM

37 Public parks and playgrounds should be added, 4/22/2020 12:10 AM

38 Keeping property - commercial and residential- clean and in good repair. Sadly many new
residents do not believe in keeping properly neat and clean. Trash cans line the street 7 days a
week. Litter on road from snacks and drinks. Disgusting

4/21/2020 10:59 PM

39 Monsey area has become overdeveloped, and they are trying to move in to neighboring towns
& villages. They don't abide by the zoning laws. As a resident I don't want Chestnut Ridge to
become another Monsey or New Square.

4/21/2020 9:45 PM

40 I would love to see a sidewalk on South Pascack Road.The road is extremely windy amd
narrow.i feel it is extremely dangerous to anyone walking their pets! Thank you

4/21/2020 7:55 PM

41 We have always been a residential community with diversity. We should keep our village. From
becoming over populated or commercialized.

4/21/2020 7:08 PM

42 Remember that those not affiliated with ANY religion have as many rights as those claiming to
be religious. "religious" is a vague and deceptive way of addressing some of our issues. Let's
be specific - Christian, Ultra Orthodox, Hasidic, Muslim - those with no religious affiliation - do
not lump them together. Their needs and demands are different. Not one of them should steam
roller the interests of others.

4/21/2020 6:09 PM

43 Thirty years ago I moved to Chestnut Ridge because is was quiet lovely place let work at
keeping a lovely place to live where all people can move and enjoy, the charm of a Village life.

4/21/2020 4:23 PM

44 I HOPE YOU ARE READING THESE AND ARE NOT DOING THIS AS AN EXERCISE. WE
NEED PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT WORK FOR ALL CHILDREN. One of the reasons we don't
live on this property, is the schools. THERE ALSO NEEDS TO BE PUBLIC INPUT WHERE
PEOPLE ARE HEARD, NOT JUST AS AN RUBBER STAMPS.

4/21/2020 4:14 PM

45 Fellowship Community ought to have additional housing 4/21/2020 4:00 PM

46 Just wants to bring to your attention that the nelsonpop.com site can not be open. I would have
liked to view the plans mentionned above before completing the survey.

4/21/2020 3:00 PM

47 I am not in favor of the Village changes that threatens my current standard of living. I moved
here 33 years ago because I loved the VILLAGE as it was at the time. It’s not fair that the
changes recommended contests the area further and continue to raise my property taxes.

4/21/2020 1:34 PM

48 Fellowship Community not addressed directly. Protect viability of Duryea Farm. Allow additional
housing for staff and independent residents.

4/21/2020 10:55 AM

49 Please keep our village as a nice place to live. I came here looking at a place where people
have their own space and has a woodsey feel to it. I am happy for people to add some room
onto their house or rebuild as they need but I strongly do not want to be living in a city, with
crowded houses, congested streets and no trees to notice.

4/21/2020 1:00 AM

50 I am very pleased living here in Chestnut Ridge for the past almost 5 years. I enjoy the peaceful
environment. At the same time, there could be room for growth as long as it is done responsibly
and can still preserve the calmness we experience here in Chestnut Ridge. I also strongly
support easing the House of Worship Zoning Laws and allowing those that applied their
permits. Thank you for considering our input.

4/21/2020 12:11 AM

51 MORE HOUSES OF WORSHIP! MORE SHOPPING PLEASE!!!!! 4/20/2020 9:54 PM

52 Consider adding street lighting and sidewalks on small residential streets like Brian Terrace.
This is a public safety issue for the increased pedestrian traffic.

4/20/2020 7:51 PM
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53 You guys are fighting the good fight. We love you. You're on the right side of history. 4/20/2020 7:24 PM

54 We need more zoning for local schools. Multifamily develponets should not be allowed close to
any existing homes

4/20/2020 6:01 PM

55 I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the mayor, village officials, and everyone involved with
the Comprehensive Plan. Your efforts to work transparently and for the benefit of all village
residents is most appreciated.

4/20/2020 3:08 PM

56 No Big developments period! 4/20/2020 2:28 PM

57 Appreciate your hard work 4/20/2020 1:44 PM

58 I live and work at the Fellowship Community. We have ample green space and low density
housing. We have a central care facility for elderly people and smaller outer buildings which
house independently living elders. Caregivers and staff are housed also in these buildings to be
available for round the clock care and maintain an intimate, family sort of relationship, so
important to the quality of life and health of our patients and residents. Other family-style
buildings house additional staff, since we endeavor to have all employees be members of a
community rather than simply paid hourly workers. The Fellowship is also home to the only
working farm (Duryea Farm) left in Rockland County. Our farmers also participate in care of the
elderly and in community life. For all these reasons, we wish for the Comprehensive Plan to
allow for growth within the borders of the Fellowship to allow for mixed housing of staff and
independent elders and multiple dwelling units within existing or additional family-style houses.

4/19/2020 12:42 PM

59 Please no more schools. We have plenty of schools 4/17/2020 1:42 PM

60 We need more schools 4/17/2020 1:06 PM

61 i moved here to the Fellowship Community from Florida 6 years ago. This is a wonderful facility,
very caring . It is my hope that the Village will support my home in the future. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak!

4/17/2020 11:44 AM

62 I am a resident of Fellowship Community and I don't see anything in this survey about it. The
Community consists of the care unit at Hilltop House and other buildings where independent
seniors live and also workers/employees and families. Duryea Farm is the only working farm
currently in Rockland County. The comprehensive plan should allow growth in the Fellowship
Community, to include housing for staff and residents like me.

4/17/2020 9:07 AM

63 We have a lot of beauty here. Focusing on "Village Green" concepts where people can
congregate and enjoy our community should be guiding value in all decision making. Thank you
for asking and for caring about Chestnut Village.

4/16/2020 1:44 AM

64 Keeping the culture of our neighborhood 4/15/2020 7:18 PM

65 The Fellowship Community, an intergenerational elderly care community has not been captured
in the survey. There is a central care building as well as outlying buildings with apartments for
independent elderly, staff and staff families. There are activities buildings, including the Duryea
Farm, the only active farm left in Rockland County. Provisions should be made for the
expansion of the multi-family residential buildings and activities buildings.

4/15/2020 10:10 AM

66 Very concerned about such a huge school moving near Chestnut Ridge Rd. Serious traffic
issues, safety issues, and road damage because of school busses. More fines needed for
speeding and school should have to pay for regular road maintenance per bus they operate.

4/14/2020 10:10 PM

67 chestnut ridge is going to be destroy by the changes i see that this plan is going to bring .this
plan wants to make a suburban area and turn it urban a in

4/14/2020 7:43 PM

68 thank you 4/14/2020 4:28 PM

69 It is not fair to us taxpayers to support more houses of worship. 4/14/2020 2:12 PM

70 We are a wonderful village. Many of us left the city and decided to live here. We have worked
hard for many years to achieve the American dream. Please do not take this away from us.
Residents’ Involvement in the comprehensive plan hopefully will help unite the community
instead of the division that exist.

4/14/2020 1:30 PM

71 Please keep the quiet, family residential feel, and green space in our village. Bring back the
good quality and education to our local public schools

4/14/2020 11:05 AM
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72 RE 33, 34, 35: The questions do not clarify what is meant by "appropriate commercial and
industrial". Industrial should at a minimum be clean, environmentally suitable for the
surrounding proposed residential developments.

4/13/2020 9:02 PM

73 Actually right now we don't know how we will emerge out of the "lock down " situation. How bad
will the economic damage be? What comes first: rebuilding businesses , or creating new sites
for ghost towns?

4/13/2020 8:55 PM

74 In my opinion, growth is a fine thing -- IF it is done WELL. 4/13/2020 5:46 PM

75 the hasidics are overrunning the parks and continue to walk around at night, usually fridays, in
all black, four/five across with small children that i have almost run over a thousand times. i am
afraid to drive here on friday nights because of the hasisdic entitlement issues and refusal to
'melt' in the melting pot of america.

4/13/2020 4:21 PM

76 please keep the village simple and as quiet as possible 4/13/2020 4:08 PM

77 Thank you for the opportunity to have input and I am glad the Village is doing a CP. I do think
the greatest issue facing the Village is religion becoming the dominant population and I hope
the CP will be designed to help bring more secular people visiting as well as choosing to live in
the Village. Have a diverse population across religious and ethnic groups is very important to
me and I would like to see that maintained. Thank you for all the work you do and your methods
of making sure everyone is included.

4/13/2020 2:44 PM

78 Thankyou for taking in a concerned citizens comments. Im worried about the aesthetics and the
essence of what this town once stood for. Sadly it is going into the gutters. The best schooling
system is one of the worst and taxes are only going up. We need to look into making the
residents life easier and not worse. I hope you see this as genuine concern of many. We are
most worried about the town.

4/13/2020 1:38 PM

79 Chestnut Ridge's greatest weakness is it's lack of a central community space. THoughtful
development requires that the ENTIRE community can interact and gather in a safe, inviting
area, ideally with minimal car use. Please consider this when planning.

4/13/2020 12:13 PM

80 I recommend avoiding big parking based on environmental quality concerns (water run off) 4/13/2020 11:17 AM

81 We are suspicious of large scale developers, we are OK with small businesses are inclined with
socially and environmentally responsible.

4/13/2020 10:24 AM

82 Preserve natural land as much as possible! 4/13/2020 10:17 AM

83 Taxes are too high and population of people getting too crowded. There is more littering on the
side of the streets.

4/13/2020 9:41 AM

84 What will impact of all this development be on local environment and traffic flow? How do we
mitigate?

4/13/2020 9:34 AM

85 We must keep our trees and protect areas with no development. We are very close to all kinds
of shopping that we do not need it here. We need the parks, the woods, the open spaces.

4/13/2020 8:57 AM

86 Please do everything you can to not allow high density housing. We dont need what is
happening in Spring Valley to happen here.

4/12/2020 9:01 PM

87 Need improved traffic monitoring and speed control on Hungry Hollow Rd., especially from
Green Meadow Waldorf School to Margetts Rd. Cars drive at excessive speeds and do not
obey crosswalks, making it dangerous to cross at all hours. Plus, it is a narrow road.
Suggestion: speed bumps in the school area and / or better speed monitoring and increased
fines.

4/12/2020 8:34 PM

88 No other topics except some of your questions were not worded properly and are misleading.
For instance question #46 presupposes I support high density housing.i dont and the village
should not acquire wet lands or open space for high density housing, period. Open space and
protected lands should be protected.

4/10/2020 4:12 PM

89 Chestnut Ridge is a quiet residential neighborhood and should not dense and overcrowded 4/10/2020 2:01 PM

90 While the comprehen sive plan is being developed there should be a moratoriam 4/10/2020 12:37 PM

91 Construction escrow so that buildings get completed in a timely fashion. Construction
cleanliness codes so that neighborhoods aren't trashed by ongoing construction debris all over

4/9/2020 12:13 PM
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the properties. Required landscaping is an absolute must. Preserve trees

92 i want to live in a clean, friendly, safe, quiet, welcoming community where there are vibrant
public schools

4/8/2020 3:04 PM

93 we seek a quiet, safe, welcoming, nature-filled community to live in. we seek a public
education-supporting community of diverse folks who want and strive to live together in a
harmonious community.

4/8/2020 1:57 PM

94 Taking better care of the wooded areas. Taking better care of the roadside garbage and trash.
Clean up the streams.

4/8/2020 12:00 AM

95 No more than one Shul per neighborhood should be allowed. 4/7/2020 9:02 PM

96 High density housing can have dire health consequences to the community if there are any
future epidemics or pandemics

4/7/2020 5:01 PM

97 This questionnaire is missing a layer in terms of background assumptions. Is the town asking
residents what kind of direction they would like to see in the town? Why is there a movement
toward more retail and bulk housing? This kind of direction brings more transience to the town,
whereas we had moved here due to the LACK of retail and bulk housing, because it felt like a
safe place to raise kids. If there is a financial reason for these changes, are there other
approaches that could be taken? Also, some of these questions cannot be answered because
definitions are lacking and therefore opinions cannot be accurately collected. For example,
what are the current Required Side and Rear Setbacks? If I don't know this, how can I judge
whether they should be changed or remain the same?

4/7/2020 10:51 AM

98 All facilities that claim to be a place of worship should be fully taxed! If you are on welfare you
need to work for the county of Rockland in any means necessary to qualify for benefits. If you
are on welfare you need to work a minimum of 40 hours per week. If you are on welfare you
need to pay taxes. If you are on welfare all religious exemptions to work are voided.

4/7/2020 10:01 AM

99 most importantly that all development proceed per the legal requirements 4/6/2020 7:45 PM

100 Places for various suggested uses were generally not given so I cannot picture what it would be
like with certain kinds of development. I hope we do not grow into dense population or
commercial centers. The growth of surrounding communities, where all these neat regulations
might be in effect, have often not actually been so. The hope of keeping the ambience of
present Chestnut Ridge rests with residents here who came to this village just for that.

4/6/2020 7:23 PM

101 Thank you for the opportunity to take this survey. 4/6/2020 4:06 PM

102 Allow the closure of garages in homes as almost nobody uses them for their intended use 4/6/2020 11:22 AM

103 I really encourage the development and preservation of public land spaces 4/5/2020 8:11 PM

104 Chestnut Ridge was voted for by many citizens who wanted to maintain a rural non-commercial
community - We discourage board members to vote based on reliogious beliefs regardless of
religion, but rather based upon a rural community not forced to change it's image

4/5/2020 12:28 PM

105 Too much over development, too many people walking on the roads in the dark, with no side
walks.

4/5/2020 10:51 AM

106 We want to keep Chestnut Ridge the beautiful suburban community it has always been. 4/4/2020 4:58 PM

107 The Village needs to preserve the beaty of the 1-family residential areas withing the Village.
Allowing ANY commercial development, mutlti-family or high density development should not
be allowed. Furthermore, houses of worship in a -family resential area needs to be limited to 1-
house per development. You shold also consider eliminating these local houses of worhip in the
residential area and only have them at a structure and location that can handle the crowds and
parking.only

4/4/2020 2:16 PM

108 Limit religious institutions in private homes and limit multi family housing. 4/3/2020 11:56 AM

109 Please keep houses of worship out of homes in Chestnut Ridge. 4/3/2020 11:40 AM

110 My major concern: Please don't overdevelop and keep some of the rural, green environment
we cherish.

3/31/2020 2:18 AM

111 Thank you for including open space. 3/29/2020 7:24 PM
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112 First, start by identifying and correcting the problems, deficiencies and illegal activity within our
borders and expressing them to the public with a proper newsletter or weekly email explaining
the above listed issues in detail and available as a permanent and obvious document on the
Villages expected newly designed and more accommodating website with professional
documentation not reminiscent of a child’s coloring book. Second, have much more
transparency, better organization and employment of staff for the benefit of the people “you
serve”, including better Village government leadership without someone shouting arrogant
comments like “This is my meeting” when addressing the general public. Third, when proposing
major changes please include financial costs with immediate and future expenses, where this
money will come from and why the Village needs this money. Your proposals will cost taxpayers
a significantly higher tax levy and that is another reason why people will be moving away. Forth,
provide full disclosure of each and every decision the Village government proposes,
recommends, works-in-progress and completion details. Nobody should have to be asking their
friends or neighbors what’s going on in the Village Hall or have to endure attending meetings
similar to the Mayors former public meetings of illegal overcrowding and berating like a dictator.
Fifth, Have an monthly action plan completed for the upcoming month(s) with an impact
statement posted on the Village website to provide the residents what will be affected and
when. I cannot be any more transparent with MY proposals listed here and expect the same in
return.

3/29/2020 3:59 PM

113 I beleive this survey is a good start. However I am hoping that it not a predetemined desion on
what will be allowed. We have to make houseing "blend in" in exciting areas. Example there is
a 6000 sq ft home being built on Appledale Lane, which is so out of charter for the area that its
almosr a crime. Even though it meets all the requirment, its still is a "non conforming" home. No
othe rhouse in the area is even close to this size, most are in 3000 sq ft areas.

3/29/2020 2:08 PM

114 It is not fair to increase our taxws due to the demographic of multiple families declaring houses
of worship. We want to maintain our beautiful neighborhoods. Please maintain our current
zoning laws.

3/29/2020 12:58 PM

115 This survey is terribly crafted with many leading questions designed to provide cover for the
Board of Trustees to do as they please. The planning process completely ignored an analysis
of existing land and traffic conditions. It pretends that future planning only applies to currently
vacant land not recognizing that much of the housing stock will ultimately be redeveloped. The
comprehensive plan needs to address all land in the Village.

3/28/2020 3:26 PM

116 I've lived in the area/village since 1975. I moved out of the city so I could enjoy country
living...space between neightbors, trees, privacy, less traffic. The area has grown SO much!
Traffic along Route 59 is a nightmare! Buildings, also along Route 59, and in other parts of the
vilage are popping up and, to me, are an eyesore. We MUST protect and intelligently use our
village's land. Once built up, you can't go back. We can have the best of all worlds with proper
planning.

3/28/2020 3:25 PM

117 RED SCHOOLHOUSE ROAD CORRIDOR IS DEFINITELY IN NEED OF DEVELOPMENT.
HOWEVER, WE MUST CONTINUE TO PRESERVE THE OPEN SPACE THE VILLAGE
OFFERS. NO HIGH DENSITY HOUSING! NO HIGH TRAFFIC PLAZA'S! MONTVALE HAS
THE SHOPPING/ENTERTAINMENT. SPRING VALLEY & PEARL RIVER HAVE THE MULTI
FAMILY HOUSING OPTIONS. KEEP CHESTNUT RIDGE BEAUTIFUL & OPEN!

3/27/2020 6:58 PM

118 i strongly object to the merging of residential building lots, such as recently observed on
Appledale Lane and other locations in "the birds" neighborhood.

3/26/2020 3:35 PM

119 CR should remain residential and highly diverse with more open space to enhance quality of
life. There is plenty of shopping and entertainment and dining nearby and plenty of office space
nearby. Religious buildings for worship, or schooling, or gatherings of any kind should not be in
houses but is separate buildings along already commercial properties

3/26/2020 1:01 PM

120 I would like to see Chestnut Ridge remain residential and diverse with more open space. 3/26/2020 12:59 PM

121 Avoid having the Village overdeveloped like other areas to the North in Rockland. Where
appropriate such on Red Schoolhuse, cnsider the density and allow for ample parking on any
new commercial project.

3/25/2020 11:36 PM

122 Please consider enforcing current zoning laws before concentrating on changes! 3/25/2020 11:20 PM

123 If multi-family dwellings are approved along the red school house corridor, they should
resemble the newly developed "Alexa" in Montvale. It must be advertised that all people are
welcomed to live or work in the area, not specific groups.

3/25/2020 2:13 PM
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124 Do not change the integrity of Chestnut Ridge. 3/25/2020 11:56 AM

125 do not remove, properties on the tax roles and make them tax exempt 3/25/2020 11:56 AM

126 High density housing should not be allowed along the red school house road corridor. There is
enough multi family development down the road in montvale. Chestnut Ridge should encourage
more single family homes, office space, or necessary retail/entertainment along the corridor

3/25/2020 12:40 AM

127 Preserve the character of the village to what it was 15 years ago 3/24/2020 5:16 PM

128 We need to retain the RR-50 and R-25 where it exists now. 3/24/2020 4:09 PM

129 If industries are built in Chestnut Ridge, They should pick up some of our taxes which would
lower ours.

3/24/2020 2:53 PM

130 side walks added thru out village 3/24/2020 2:39 PM

131 surveillance cameras or tracking licence plate devices to detect crimes 3/24/2020 11:56 AM

132 Any new construction should not have any non profit tax exempt status. Every new construction
should be required to pay taxes upfront in a bond for amount equivalent to ten years of property
taxes. No more burdens on the tax payer

3/24/2020 11:21 AM

133 No high density housing, schools or places of worship that will increase traffic 3/24/2020 10:37 AM

134 Light pollution. Some homes have lights that are very disturbing for their neighbors. 3/23/2020 10:31 PM

135 Create spaces everyone can enjoy. Use the planning process to unite people. 3/22/2020 8:57 PM

136 Our Village is a single Family House community. Keep it so. 3/22/2020 5:26 PM

137 How do we ensure tat the ugly overcrowding of Monsey and SV do not happen here? This is a
special place and the land here retains some of its wildlife value--can we not preserve this--
there are enough movie houses and gyms and such elsewhere--we don't need that.

3/21/2020 2:34 PM

138 Houses of worship and schools have space for traffic. 3/20/2020 7:39 PM

139 The very word "residential" loses it's meaning when schools, places of worship, and businesses
are allowed to operate next to one's home.

3/20/2020 1:01 PM

140 Almost futile but the comprehensive plan should reflect all residents not just the incoming
monied special interest of the religious sect. Hiding behind laws to protect religious persecution
is beyond discriminatory to existing residents. No waivers should be granted for any new
projects which were purposely made and used improperly. these should be demonlished
immediately.

3/20/2020 10:29 AM

141 I like the current appearance and family appeal our community currently have. 3/19/2020 5:36 PM

142 With respect to the Places of Worship law, residential gathering places should not be allowed to
extend their footprint by parking in neighboring properties. Neighborhood places of worship are
too intense of a land use and there should be a 2 acre minimum

3/19/2020 3:57 PM

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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57.95% 215

41.24% 153

Q51 Would you like us to contact you about future planning activities?
Answered: 371 Skipped: 184

TOTAL 371

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)

NOTE:  RESPONDENT NAMES, PHONE NUMBERS & 
EMAILS REMOVED FOR PRIVACY CONCERNS
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Q52 Phone Number
Answered: 186 Skipped: 369

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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Q53 Email Address
Answered: 218 Skipped: 337

Summary of Resident Responses (555 Total)
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1.40% 2

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.70% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00% 143

Q1 Where do you live? - Check all that apply.
Answered: 143 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 143

North side of
Thruway, nea...

On or near
Hungry Hollo...

On or near
Chestnut Rid...

On or near
Pine Brook Road

On or near Red
Schoolhouse...

On or near
South Pascac...

On or near
Scotland Hil...

I don’t live
in Chestnut...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

North side of Thruway, near Spring Valley/Monsey

On or near Hungry Hollow Road

On or near Chestnut Ridge Road

On or near Pine Brook Road

On or near Red Schoolhouse Road

On or near South Pascack Road, east of Garden State Parkway Extension

On or near Scotland Hill Road

I don’t live in Chestnut Ridge
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75.76% 50

4.55% 3

6.06% 4

13.64% 9

Q2 How Long?  If you live in Chestnut Ridge, how long have you and your
family lived here:

Answered: 66 Skipped: 77

TOTAL 66

0 years to 5
years

Over 5 years
to 10 years

Over 10 years
to 15 years

Over 15 years

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

0 years to 5 years

Over 5 years to 10 years

Over 10 years to 15 years

Over 15 years

Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)
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0.71% 1

2.84% 4

1.42% 2

23.40% 33

79.43% 112

Q3 What role do you play? - Check all that apply.  I am a:
Answered: 141 Skipped: 2

Total Respondents: 141

Resident of
Chestnut Ridge

Property Owner
in Chestnut...

Business owner
in Chestnut...

Employer or
employee who...

Concerned
Citizen who...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Resident of Chestnut Ridge

Property Owner in Chestnut Ridge but that does not Live in Chestnut Ridge

Business owner in Chestnut Ridge

Employer or employee who works in Chestnut Ridge

Concerned Citizen who lives in a Town or Village outside of Chestnut Ridge
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20.37% 22

12.96% 14

38.89% 42

18.52% 20

20.37% 22

6.48% 7

4.63% 5

0.93% 1

27.78% 30

Q4 Your neighbors.  Do you know of families or households who moved
out of the Village? If so, do you know the reasons for the move?

Answered: 108 Skipped: 35

Total Respondents: 108

New job/
change of...

Family changes

Desire for
different...

Cost of Living
in the Village

Cost of Living
in Rockland...

Downsizing

Upsizing
(wanted a...

Location with
more...

Concerns about
rising prope...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

New job/ change of employment

Family changes

Desire for different schools

Cost of Living in the Village

Cost of Living in Rockland County

Downsizing

Upsizing (wanted a bigger home/property

Location with more commercial/retail services nearby

Concerns about rising property and school taxes

Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)
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# OTHER REASON (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Vaccinations 4/23/2020 5:02 PM

2 Poor public schools 4/22/2020 2:32 PM

3 Outgrowing Jewish community 4/22/2020 8:39 AM

4 changes in schools and demographics 4/21/2020 9:01 PM

5 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/18/2020 1:23 PM

6 changes in the neighborhood population 4/15/2020 1:03 PM

7 Concern about overdevelopment and quality of property decline in last 20 years 4/14/2020 11:21 AM

8 Change in the local population by a specific group moving in 4/14/2020 9:18 AM

9 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 7:24 AM

10 Moved to California 4/13/2020 11:18 PM

11 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/13/2020 9:38 PM

12 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 7:31 PM

13 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 2:20 PM

14 Large religious groups moving in to town 4/13/2020 2:18 PM

15 Changing community which included the large influx of ultra orthodox and Hasidic families
which brought much crowding and homes used for schools etc.

4/13/2020 1:55 PM

16 Quality of life falling 4/13/2020 1:31 PM

17 Decline of quality of housing, overdevelopment 4/13/2020 1:17 PM

18 because of the rise in the Orthodox Jewish community 4/13/2020 12:29 PM

19 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:52 AM

20 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:41 AM

21 not applicable 4/13/2020 11:06 AM

22 N/A 4/13/2020 10:59 AM

23 lack in zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 10:44 AM

24 Loss of secular neighbors and lifestyle 4/13/2020 9:45 AM

25 uncertainty with Hasidics 4/13/2020 8:56 AM

26 Hasidim 4/13/2020 8:35 AM

27 I’m a worshipper in the mosque 4/13/2020 6:52 AM

28 overdevelopment; lack of zoning law enforcement 4/12/2020 11:57 PM

29 lackof soning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 11:04 PM

30 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 11:01 PM

31 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 10:56 PM

32 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 10:44 PM

33 Quality of life 4/10/2020 1:25 PM

34 Chasidim 4/6/2020 2:30 PM

35 concerns about worsening public school education 4/5/2020 10:45 PM

36 No regard to keeping the village countrified and zoning laws being disregarded 3/28/2020 6:42 PM

37 Influx of religious people 3/24/2020 10:12 AM
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6 / 60

Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)



Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

7 / 60

Q5 The minimum lot sizes in the Residential Zoning Districts in the Village
should be changed to eliminate nonconformities, so that most all of the

existing lots that have already been created are at or above the required
minimum lot size.

Answered: 102 Skipped: 41

17.65%
18

15.69%
16

20.59%
21

11.76%
12

34.31%
35 102 3.29

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support

Strongly Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

STRONGLY
SUPPORT

SUPPORT NEUTRAL DO NOT
SUPPORT

STRONGLY DO NOT
SUPPORT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)
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Q6 Floor Area Ratios should be set at a lower number than today, so a
very large house cannot be constructed on a minimum required lot.  For
example, today in the R-40 district, the largest house you can build on a
minimum lot of 40,000 square feet is 8,000 square feet (Required  FAR =

0.20).
Answered: 102 Skipped: 41

33.33%
34

19.61%
20

13.73%
14

4.90%
5

28.43%
29 102 2.75

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support
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Q7 FAR limits should be relaxed to allow expansions or replacements of
homes so residents can add more space.

Answered: 99 Skipped: 44
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3

9.09%
9

15.15%
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(no
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Q8 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should be increased so houses are
farther apart.

Answered: 95 Skipped: 48

49.47%
47

18.95%
18

27.37%
26

2.11%
2
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2 95 1.88
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Q9 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should remain the same.
Answered: 97 Skipped: 46

32.99%
32

11.34%
11

38.14%
37

14.43%
14

3.09%
3 97 2.43

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support
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(no
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Q10 Support the Architectural Review Board.  Architectural Review and
Design Guidelines should be stricter and/or apply to more properties to
ensure better quality and appearance of new or renovated homes and

commercial properties.
Answered: 100 Skipped: 43

62.00%
62

21.00%
21

12.00%
12
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3

2.00%
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Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)
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Q11 Allow for some higher density apartments, such as duplexes,
townhomes or apartments, to provide additional housing choices,

increasing the diversity of housing types
Answered: 95 Skipped: 48
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9
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44 95 3.62

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support

Strongly Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

STRONGLY
SUPPORT

SUPPORT NEUTRAL DO NOT
SUPPORT

STRONGLY DO NOT
SUPPORT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
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Q12 Developers should be required to provide a set percentage of
affordable housing units, so families with a variety of incomes can live in

the Village.
Answered: 93 Skipped: 50
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16.13%
15

8.60%
8

4.30%
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Q13 The Village should have a variety of housing at various prices, but a
mandatory system of requiring affordable housing is not necessary.

Answered: 91 Skipped: 52
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Q14 The Red Schoolhouse Road/Garden State Parkway extension
interchange area is suitable for multifamily apartment or townhome

development, if traffic improvement projects are required to be
constructed by developers.

Answered: 93 Skipped: 50
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Q15 The Green Meadow Waldorf School/Threefold Foundation should be
allowed to expand its housing for teachers at its campus and/or at nearby

properties.
Answered: 96 Skipped: 47

84.38%
81

10.42%
10

4.17%
4

1.04%
1

0.00%
0 96 1.22

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support

Strongly Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

STRONGLY
SUPPORT

SUPPORT NEUTRAL DO NOT
SUPPORT

STRONGLY DO NOT
SUPPORT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)

Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

18 / 60

Q16 Commercial operations at the Green Meadow School such as the
Food Co-op should be allowed to expand.

Answered: 97 Skipped: 46
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Q17 The Village should allow housing to be developed at higher than
single family density at the Gould Academy property, and other large sites

along Chestnut Ridge Road.
Answered: 91 Skipped: 52
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Q18 The Village should allow the creation of accessory apartments at
single family homes for elderly or young adult family members, who

cannot afford or cannot handle living independently.
Answered: 94 Skipped: 49
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Q19 Three-family Dwelling (looks like a single-family dwelling, but has
more units in the building)

Answered: 94 Skipped: 49
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Q20 Fourplex Dwelling (four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 92 Skipped: 51
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Q21 Townhouses (single-family attached dwellings)
Answered: 92 Skipped: 51
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Q22 Multifamily Building (more that four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 93 Skipped: 50
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Q23 Senior Multifamily Dwellings
Answered: 92 Skipped: 51
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Q24 The passage of the Place of Worship uses with standards for
development is a positive step for Village of Chestnut Ridge, allowing
residents to apply for and develop the types of Places of Worship they

would like to attend within the community.
Answered: 92 Skipped: 51
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Q25 The Village should adjust the Place of Worship zoning code
amendments in the years ahead, if problems arise as more places of

worship are developed.
Answered: 91 Skipped: 52
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Q26 The Village should support the relocation of the end of DeSalvo
Court so that it lines up with the traffic light at the southbound off-ramp

from the Garden State Parkway Extension.
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q27 A traffic signal system should be installed at Williams and Summit
Roads at Red Schoolhouse Road, to facilitate cars turning onto Red

Schoolhouse Road from these side streets.
Answered: 90 Skipped: 53
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Q28 Sidewalks should be provided along Red Schoolhouse Road,
Chestnut Ridge Road, and along all major roads.

Answered: 90 Skipped: 53
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Q29 Sidewalks should be required on local roads and within new housing
developments.
Answered: 88 Skipped: 55
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Q30 An additional through-traffic lane should be added to Red
Schoolhouse Road, for traffic going straight under the bridge traveling

from Chestnut Ridge toward Montvale.
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q31 The north-bound on ramp onto the Garden State Parkway extension
from Red Schoolhouse road should be widened and a signal installed.

Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q32 Developers in the Red Schoolhouse Road area should be required to
help fund traffic improvements around the Garden State Parkway

interchange in exchange for being granted incentive zoning.
Answered: 90 Skipped: 53
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Q33 Encourage appropriate commercial and industrial development in
and near the Village center in the Red Schoolhouse Road and GSP

Extension interchange area.
Answered: 88 Skipped: 55
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Q34 Provide sites for appropriate light industrial development in Chestnut
Ridge, where only offices are allowed now.

Answered: 87 Skipped: 56
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Q35 Because, Laboratory Office Zoning (LO) has not been successful at
attracting office development in recent years, the LO zone should be

changed to allow light industrial and/or warehousing uses.
Answered: 87 Skipped: 56
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Q36 Detached 1 story converted residence (parking in rear or to side of
building). Buildings have front and side yards.

Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q37 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 1-story.
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Q38 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 2-stories. Buildings are

not attached, and there are side yards between buildings.
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q39 Attached row-style shopfronts (Street parking, municipal lots, parking
behind buildings). Here, buildings are all attached, unlike the previous

image.
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q40 Conventional commercial shopping center with parking in central
parking area, 2-story.

Answered: 88 Skipped: 55
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Q41 2-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.
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Q42 3-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.
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Q43 Add any comments about the images you see:
Answered: 9 Skipped: 134

# RESPONSES DATE

1 The village roads cannot support the influx of traffic from large added commercial
constructionge

4/21/2020 9:20 PM

2 Prefer larger buildings for shopping 4/15/2020 9:37 PM

3 Industrial build-up should remain at a minimum and should match the residential character of
that area.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

4 Large residential not appropriate. Commercial o.k. 4/13/2020 11:13 PM

5 The idea of row-house style shopfronts as a downtown area is aesthetically appealing. While
that aesthetic doesn't rule out discrete commercial developments, the area suffers from many,
many unattractive commercial developments. As with all these questions, the challenge will
be...tastefulness.

4/13/2020 11:23 AM

6 Looks like washington dc.. chestnutridge has its own character 4/13/2020 12:41 AM

7 At least 3 of the images show on street parking, which is unlikely to function in any
development within the village

4/10/2020 1:37 PM

8 These are misleading images of quaint downtown areas unrelated to the area in question 4/8/2020 12:24 PM

9 What I see is increased traffic on already congested roads. 4/5/2020 11:01 PM
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Q44 Ensure that all development blends in with the natural environment
through high-quality, environmentally sensitive design and landscaping.

Answered: 88 Skipped: 55
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Q45 Protect or acquire important areas of open space.
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54

87.64%
78

8.99%
8

3.37%
3

0.00%
0

0.00%
0 89 1.16

Strongly Support Support Neutral Do Not Support

Strongly Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

STRONGLY
SUPPORT

SUPPORT NEUTRAL DO NOT
SUPPORT

STRONGLY DO NOT
SUPPORT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)

Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

48 / 60

Q46 Require open space to be preserved as part of any rezoning for
higher density housing or apartments.

Answered: 89 Skipped: 54
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Q47 Enact a “Tree Law,” similar to those in neighboring communities, to
require a permit to cut any tree over a specified size or before any area of

a lot is cleared of vegetation and/or graded.
Answered: 88 Skipped: 55
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Q48 Would you be in favor or against encouraging the following types of
commercial growth in the Village?

Answered: 87 Skipped: 56
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Support Do Not Support
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# OTHER IDEAS (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Hazzardous Material Producers 4/18/2020 1:32 PM

2 Small creative shops but nothing big. There are many nearby already. 4/15/2020 9:38 PM

3 Hazardous Material Producers - Strongly Do Not Support 4/14/2020 10:04 PM

4 Hazardous Material Producers = Not support 4/14/2020 9:11 PM

5 Small, grocery stores, bakeries, restaurants, and farmer's markets of high quality would fit the
quiet character of the Village.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

6 Cultural Centers, Museums, parks, performance spaces, educational centers 4/14/2020 9:28 AM

7 Hazardous material producers - Do Not Support 4/13/2020 9:49 PM

8 Do not support hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 2:31 PM

9 Hazzardous Material Producers Do not support 4/13/2020 12:20 PM

10 Hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 11:59 AM

11 I don't feel qualified to up or down-vote any of these things since I am not a resident 4/13/2020 11:24 AM

12 Do Not Support hazardous materials producers 4/13/2020 11:17 AM

13 Hazzardous material producers x 4/13/2020 10:38 AM

14 Hazardous material production do not support 4/13/2020 12:48 AM

15 no business that would generate any hazardous materials 4/13/2020 12:12 AM

16 Hazardous Material Producers 4/12/2020 11:10 PM

17 Hazardous Materials Producers: Do NOT Support 4/12/2020 11:06 PM

18 Light industry and fabrication; contractor yards with proper screening 4/10/2020 1:40 PM

19 Walking and biking paths in nature, not sidewalks. 4/5/2020 11:04 PM
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Q49    Do you think that this pattern should be:
Answered: 89 Skipped: 54

TOTAL 89

Encouraged in
the Red...

Encouraged
within the...

Discouraged?

Don't Know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Encouraged in the Red Schoolhouse Road interchange area only?

Encouraged within the entire Village?

Discouraged?

Don't Know

Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)



Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

55 / 60

Q50 Please write in any comments you would like the Comprehensive
Plan Committee to consider here, on any topic that was not covered in the

questions above.
Answered: 13 Skipped: 130
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 As the parent of the children that attend a private school in Chestnut Ridge, I would highly
encourage environmentally-responsible care of the land in town. There's only one chance to
preserve open, wooded, and other green spaces and avoid overd-evelopment. and that chance
is while that undeveloped land and space still exists. Thank you.

4/23/2020 8:38 PM

2 I live i Teaneck Nj so I do not know the area enough 4/22/2020 10:54 AM

3 any expansion that changes the quiet suburban nature of the village would be unfortunate. High
density housing brings traffic and a need for services that cannot be sustained.

4/21/2020 9:28 PM

4 In a number of questions, answering affirmatively would depend on the types of restrictions put
in place for this type of development, before one could support that part of the plan. This means
that without those restrictions being articulated, it wasn't possible to support the suggested
actions in certain areas.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

5 RE #18: This would require substantial code enforcement. - Re #33 and #34: I did not support
them because these items do no not specify what is meant by "appropriate commercial and
industrial". At the very least, this should mean clean, and environmentally appropriate for the
surrounding proposed residential developments.

4/14/2020 2:26 PM

6 I don't support any development commercially or with mulit-family housing. The village is a
quiet respite from other busier towns and should be preserved. It's forests and green space
should be protected.

4/14/2020 12:07 PM

7 More farms and parks and cultural centers 4/14/2020 9:29 AM

8 taxable properties are essential to support community 4/13/2020 11:17 PM

9 Thank you for giving me an opportunity, as a non-resident, to contribute my opinion. I am a
parent of a child attending Green Meadow. I had difficulty answering some of these questions
because I was unsure what I was or was not supporting. For example, I indicated "neutral" on
the question of a Food Co-op expansion. I did so because I don't know what that expansion
would entail nor who would benefit/purpose. For example, I also had difficulty answering
question #25 because I didn't understand what was being asked by "adjustment." "Adjustment,"
and "problems" could mean any variety of things, depending on the opinion of interested
parties. My responses to the questions about commercial/light industrial land use were aimed at
conveying that Chestnut Ridge has an asset, its beauty. While tax $$ may be gleaned from
commercial development, a short-sighted investment in commercial development may drive
residents out to look for more pleasing areas to live. The strip-mall type developments around
Chestnut Ridge are unfortunate aesthetic choices that have likely driven property values way
down. I wish you all the best luck in your planning. Be well.

4/13/2020 11:39 AM

10 Increase the awareness of maximum occupancy permitted per square feet on residential
housing dwellings. There is a large group of folks utilizing regular dwelling for multi family living
conditions. As an example, restaurants are only permitted certain amount of clients at
maximum capacity to meet fire code. This should be taken in consideration for residential
housing as well in order to maintain minimum human health standards as well as the integrity of
the dwelling and avoid a rapid deterioration of the interior or exterior of the houses weather they
are old(specially if they are old) or new.

4/13/2020 11:30 AM

11 Clarify contradictions in the zoning code and approval process 4/10/2020 1:42 PM

12 Special traffic enforcement and sidewalk construction on Chestnut Ridge Road on the Green
Meadow Waldorf School side of the street. Better traffic enforcement of irresponsible school
bus drivers, seen driving too fast, taking sharp corners too fast. Install sidewalks all along
Pinebrook where many walk to and from school and temple. Thank you.

4/8/2020 12:32 PM

13 Glad you are finally creating some new boundaries. Hope you will correct boundaries that were
illegally trespassed. There is no mention of space for new public schools.

4/5/2020 11:07 PM

Summary of Non-Resident Responses (143 Total)
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Q51 Would you like us to contact you about future planning activities?
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Q52 Phone Number
Answered: 16 Skipped: 127
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Q53 Email Address
Answered: 24 Skipped: 119
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Q1 Where do you live? - Check all that apply.
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Q2 How Long?  If you live in Chestnut Ridge, how long have you and your
family lived here:
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Q3 What role do you play? - Check all that apply.  I am a:
Answered: 690 Skipped: 14

Total Respondents: 690
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Q4 Your neighbors.  Do you know of families or households who moved
out of the Village? If so, do you know the reasons for the move?
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# OTHER REASON (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic 4/28/2020 1:55 PM

2 Changing demographics, changing zoning regulation, changing suburban appearance 4/28/2020 1:32 PM

3 Unchecked development in quiet residential areas that changed quiet neighborhood feeling to a
noisy unneighborly environment

4/28/2020 12:43 PM

4 Changing demographics 4/28/2020 12:28 PM

5 Demographics are changing 4/28/2020 12:22 PM

6 Change happening in demographics 4/28/2020 12:08 PM

7 Increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic 4/28/2020 12:00 PM

8 Demographical changes, harassment or intimidation 4/26/2020 4:07 PM

9 Change in vaccination laws in the state 4/26/2020 9:02 AM

10 Bised school school controlled by religious folks, destroying the public school system. 4/24/2020 7:51 PM

11 Failing East Ramapo school system, biased school board 4/24/2020 7:50 PM

12 The E.R. public school system has been ruined. 4/24/2020 7:50 PM

13 Non conforming building issues 4/24/2020 6:27 PM

14 Residential-temple next door 4/24/2020 5:32 PM

15 Desire for decent public schools and concern about future development in the village 4/24/2020 5:18 PM

16 Concern about blockbusting 4/24/2020 5:12 PM

17 Change in demographics. 4/24/2020 3:09 PM

18 In past years village residents consisted of diverse ethnic and religious groups. The village is
now dominated by one religious group, diversity is lacking.

4/24/2020 1:12 PM

19 changing demographics 4/24/2020 12:53 PM

20 Retirement 4/24/2020 12:44 PM

21 Concerns about neighborhood change, school board, property value 4/24/2020 11:41 AM

22 Did not like the new jewish neighbors 4/24/2020 9:51 AM

23 Crime 4/24/2020 8:34 AM

24 Change in people moving into area 4/24/2020 7:32 AM

25 Change of environment 4/24/2020 4:33 AM

26 Change in use of properties in village/character of village 4/24/2020 3:15 AM

27 Dont know 4/24/2020 12:35 AM

28 Changing demographics 4/23/2020 10:56 PM

29 More Orthodox families moving in making it a very different neighborhood feeling 4/23/2020 9:54 PM

30 Concerned about changing demographics and fear that village government will not enforce
established zoning and building regulations

4/23/2020 9:49 PM

31 Hasidic families moving in 4/23/2020 9:41 PM

32 Concern about overbuilding in Chestnut Ridge and the Village's failure to enforce building and
zoning codes fairly

4/23/2020 9:14 PM

33 agressive move in by the hacidim community 4/23/2020 8:50 PM

34 Demographic changes 4/23/2020 8:09 PM

35 uncontrolled development 4/23/2020 5:33 PM
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36 Vaccinations 4/23/2020 5:02 PM

37 Tne VCR Village Board adopted a new House of Worship (HOW) law that was not the result of
a community plan or warranted as the result of court case or ordered by any federal or state
court.

4/23/2020 4:25 PM

38 Changing Demographics 4/23/2020 4:12 PM

39 Many new constructions, it has become overly congested. 4/23/2020 12:26 PM

40 age, moved to FL 4/23/2020 11:02 AM

41 concern of drop in property values due to influx of a concentrated group of people, lack of follow
through of the village concerning zoning violations, the block vote making changes for one part
of the village population

4/23/2020 9:37 AM

42 Received great offer for house 4/23/2020 9:11 AM

43 Moved to a Retirement community 4/23/2020 2:16 AM

44 The hate of some neighbors 4/22/2020 8:05 PM

45 Poor public schools 4/22/2020 2:32 PM

46 Outgrowing Jewish community 4/22/2020 8:39 AM

47 Concerned about losing property value 4/21/2020 11:05 PM

48 Neighborhood changing 4/21/2020 10:43 PM

49 changes in schools and demographics 4/21/2020 9:01 PM

50 The influx of certain relgious factions 4/21/2020 8:57 PM

51 Loss of character due zoning changes. 4/21/2020 7:11 PM

52 Two many house of Worships allowed in Chestnut Ridge. 4/21/2020 6:32 PM

53 Lack of diversification 4/21/2020 6:27 PM

54 Fear of Ultra Orthodox and Hasidic families and what they perceived as a corrupt mayor and
village politics

4/21/2020 5:53 PM

55 demographics 4/21/2020 3:38 PM

56 avoid forced vaccination 4/21/2020 10:41 AM

57 They didn't feel confident that the village will retain its charm and character. 4/21/2020 6:50 AM

58 changes to neighborhood 4/20/2020 9:49 PM

59 Didnt approve of the Orthodox Jewish way of life 4/20/2020 7:11 PM

60 Lack of zone enforcement 4/20/2020 4:52 PM

61 escalating and obscene annual property taxes in Rockland County; likelihood of unlimited
dense multifamily and construction of religious facilities in residential areas

4/20/2020 3:34 PM

62 unrestricted population growth diminishing quality of life 4/20/2020 3:23 PM

63 Anti semitism 4/20/2020 1:40 PM

64 N/A 4/20/2020 1:34 PM

65 increasing high density housing, poor enforcement of zoning regulations and environmental
safeguards, increasing traffic and noise

4/19/2020 11:30 AM

66 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/18/2020 1:23 PM

67 Change of culture in chestnut ridge 4/17/2020 9:07 PM

68 over development and lack of zoning laws 4/17/2020 1:34 PM

69 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/17/2020 1:29 PM
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Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

7 / 98

70 Changing population 4/17/2020 12:09 PM

71 Increased property value - cashed out and moved 4/17/2020 11:50 AM

72 changing demographics/fear of the village's future 4/17/2020 11:30 AM

73 demographics are changing 4/17/2020 8:49 AM

74 Village losing country look 4/16/2020 4:54 PM

75 Concerns of the neighborhood changing from residential to one of multifamily and additional
schools all over

4/15/2020 6:09 PM

76 Orthodox Jewish influence 4/15/2020 1:09 PM

77 changes in the neighborhood population 4/15/2020 1:03 PM

78 Lack of Zoning law enforcement and Over Development 4/15/2020 12:09 PM

79 Change in demographics 4/15/2020 9:22 AM

80 discomfort with changing demographics 4/14/2020 10:58 PM

81 becoming more segregated and less diverse 4/14/2020 9:54 PM

82 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/14/2020 9:51 PM

83 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/14/2020 9:47 PM

84 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 9:17 PM

85 NY State Legislation 4/14/2020 8:49 PM

86 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 7:54 PM

87 I know families have left but do not know why 4/14/2020 7:34 PM

88 Not happy with changes in neighborhood 4/14/2020 5:39 PM

89 overdevelopment and a lack of enforcement of zoning laws 4/14/2020 1:53 PM

90 Lac of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 1:27 PM

91 Unsafe roads without safe sidewalks, overdevelopment 4/14/2020 1:06 PM

92 No faith in local government 4/14/2020 12:56 PM

93 Concern about overdevelopment and quality of property decline in last 20 years 4/14/2020 11:21 AM

94 increasing traffic and more high density housing, poor enforcement of zoning and
environmental regulations; underfunding and deterioration of public schools

4/14/2020 10:24 AM

95 Change in the local population by a specific group moving in 4/14/2020 9:18 AM

96 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/14/2020 7:24 AM

97 House of Worship Law 4/13/2020 11:33 PM

98 Moved to California 4/13/2020 11:18 PM

99 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:03 PM

100 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:39 PM

101 Lack of zoning law enforcement and over development 4/13/2020 9:38 PM

102 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:08 PM

103 relocation to be near grandchildren 4/13/2020 8:42 PM

104 Lax zoning enforcement, increasing population and traffic 4/13/2020 8:40 PM

105 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 8:30 PM

106 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 7:31 PM
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107 NY immunizations laws 4/13/2020 4:05 PM

108 the hasidics 4/13/2020 4:01 PM

109 Concerned about schools and orthodox run school board 4/13/2020 3:42 PM

110 Chaange in neighborhood demographics 4/13/2020 3:35 PM

111 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 2:20 PM

112 Large religious groups moving in to town 4/13/2020 2:18 PM

113 Mandatory vaccination 4/13/2020 1:55 PM

114 Changing community which included the large influx of ultra orthodox and Hasidic families
which brought much crowding and homes used for schools etc.

4/13/2020 1:55 PM

115 fearing not being able to sell at another point in time for the price they want 4/13/2020 1:33 PM

116 Quality of life falling 4/13/2020 1:31 PM

117 Lack of the zoning and major over development. 4/13/2020 1:26 PM

118 change in school 4/13/2020 1:23 PM

119 vaccination 4/13/2020 1:21 PM

120 Decline of quality of housing, overdevelopment 4/13/2020 1:17 PM

121 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 12:34 PM

122 because of the rise in the Orthodox Jewish community 4/13/2020 12:29 PM

123 Money being funneled out of public schools and concerns about the expanding eruv 4/13/2020 12:19 PM

124 Concern for decline in neighborhood 4/13/2020 12:18 PM

125 Concern for decline of neighborhood property upkeep. 4/13/2020 12:03 PM

126 Concerns about the changes in codes and the lack of leadership in providing good schools for
public school students. The voting blocks of the Jewish community are also an grave concern
affecting school budgets. The building codes that have been disregarded in many cases is also
a grave concern.. f .

4/13/2020 11:58 AM

127 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:52 AM

128 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 11:41 AM

129 not applicable 4/13/2020 11:06 AM

130 N/A 4/13/2020 10:59 AM

131 lack in zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/13/2020 10:44 AM

132 Demographic changes 4/13/2020 9:52 AM

133 Overdevelopment 4/13/2020 9:51 AM

134 Loss of secular neighbors and lifestyle 4/13/2020 9:45 AM

135 overdevelopment and lack of zonning enforcement 4/13/2020 9:31 AM

136 cultural appropriation 4/13/2020 9:21 AM

137 Over crowding in the village with too many people crowding the area. Over populated. 4/13/2020 9:08 AM

138 uncertainty with Hasidics 4/13/2020 8:56 AM

139 concerns over changing demographics & governance 4/13/2020 8:54 AM

140 Influx of Ultra Orthodox community 4/13/2020 8:42 AM

141 Hasidim 4/13/2020 8:35 AM

142 I’m a worshipper in the mosque 4/13/2020 6:52 AM

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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143 overdevelopment; lack of zoning law enforcement 4/12/2020 11:57 PM

144 lackof soning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 11:04 PM

145 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 11:01 PM

146 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 10:56 PM

147 Lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 10:44 PM

148 lack of zoning law enforcement and overdevelopment 4/12/2020 10:42 PM

149 overbuilding and changing character of the neighborhood 4/12/2020 8:47 PM

150 Over development and lack of consistency in zoning law enforcement, declining quality of
Education in East Ramapo School District

4/10/2020 3:24 PM

151 Quality of life 4/10/2020 1:25 PM

152 House of worship zoning changes 4/10/2020 1:19 PM

153 Major and Trustee's are not doing whats best for the ALL citizens of Chestnut Ridge 4/10/2020 12:24 PM

154 changes in community 4/9/2020 1:30 PM

155 Influx of people who are lovely but whose leaders are absolutely corrupt. And they are bringing
their people down with them.

4/8/2020 8:00 PM

156 character of village changing from beautiful, welcoming community to heavily trafficked, noisy,
insensitive place to escape

4/8/2020 2:51 PM

157 changing character of village 4/8/2020 1:37 PM

158 Changes in neighborhood density 4/8/2020 10:36 AM

159 Overdevelopment, lack of quality affordable housing 4/7/2020 12:21 PM

160 They also felt that the primary reasons for taxes rising, and school quality plummeting, was due
to costly religious necessities of the growing Jewish community. Yes, religious rights must be
granted to all citizens, but there must ALSO be equity when it comes to the use of tax funds, so
that all populations in the village are fairly represented, and none are unfairly burdened to
uphold the rights of others.

4/7/2020 10:35 AM

161 changing demographics of the neighborhood 4/7/2020 9:48 AM

162 Demographical changes, harassment 4/6/2020 4:36 PM

163 unchecked overdevelopment 4/6/2020 4:35 PM

164 Chasidim 4/6/2020 2:30 PM

165 don't know 4/6/2020 10:59 AM

166 neighborhood changing 4/6/2020 10:56 AM

167 not feeling at home anymore surrounded by a religious group of people who were not
interacting with them; fear for the public school system because of the rise of religious schools;
fear of loss of property value because of massive income of religious group changing the look
of the village.

4/6/2020 8:49 AM

168 Lack of support for public school funding. 4/5/2020 10:51 PM

169 concerns about worsening public school education 4/5/2020 10:45 PM

170 Families moved out of NY because of the mandated vaccines. They wanted to go to a state
where they were not mandated.

4/5/2020 9:42 PM

171 Change in demographics 4/5/2020 5:07 PM

172 Over crowded, to longer a country living area. 4/5/2020 10:21 AM

173 over development and concerns having local houses of worship in our neighborhood 4/4/2020 1:45 PM

174 Large religious groups taking control of school district and not abiding by local village 4/4/2020 11:14 AM
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ordinances

175 Influx of Ultra Orthodox 4/4/2020 10:15 AM

176 neighborhood change 4/4/2020 6:59 AM

177 Being overrun by Hasidic who do not conform to Village or Zoning laws 4/3/2020 10:38 PM

178 Reduced diversity of area due to influx of one population 4/3/2020 11:02 AM

179 Religion 4/3/2020 8:14 AM

180 changing community population 4/2/2020 7:54 PM

181 Increased density 4/2/2020 5:32 PM

182 Feeling forced out by ultra-orthodox Jewish community. 4/2/2020 7:37 AM

183 nys immunization law 4/1/2020 5:51 AM

184 changing neighborhood 3/31/2020 1:46 AM

185 Demographic changes in neighborhoods 3/30/2020 8:36 PM

186 Neighbors 3/30/2020 1:07 PM

187 Removal of religious exemption laws for school immunizations 3/30/2020 6:42 AM

188 Vaccines, Deforestation 3/29/2020 7:13 PM

189 Changes in the community demographics 3/29/2020 3:24 PM

190 New residents causeing problems 3/29/2020 1:26 PM

191 Demographic changed /new people don't pay taxes because of religious reasons. 3/29/2020 12:46 PM

192 1)Overwhelming and disproportional increase of non-secular special interest group residents
2)Excessive under-enforced code violations 3)Increase of illegal property use and non-
registered contractor work 4)Increase of non-secular absentee landlords ignoring necessary
landscaping maintenance and building repairs and intentionally concealing illegal tenants and
other illegal rental activities. 5)Excessive increase of costly local gov't legal conflicts over land
use, busing, finance appropriations and seats for board members involving mostly one religious
special interest group 6)Excessive increase of land over-development from one religious
special interest group. 7)Increased tax burdens, infrastructure costs and environmental
demands from excessive and disproportional increases of one religious special interest groups
501c housing, dormitories and schools. 8)Increase of severe county health code violations with
contempt and disregard of laws pertaining to the spread of life-threatening human diseases
9)Increase in the almost daily disruption and general enjoyment of our village having to endure,
suffer with, and converse about all of the above undeniably frustrating issues and 10)Knowing
the result of this Plan will drastically change our village in many ways mostly to inure the non-
secular community with severe disappointment and disadvantage to the rest of its residents.
Shall I continue the reasons for their moving?

3/28/2020 6:51 PM

193 No regard to keeping the village countrified and zoning laws being disregarded 3/28/2020 6:42 PM

194 HIGH DENSITY- INCREASING TRAFFIC- VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN-LOSS OF RESPECT
FOR NATURAL LANDSCAPE-LACK OF INCLUSION OF THE LONGTIME HOMEOWNERS IN
CREATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES AND POLICIES-RAPID DECLINE IN THE
RESIDENTIAL CHARACTER OF THE AREA-LACK OF RESPECT FOR CITIZENS WHO
VOICE CONCERNS- LAX VOTING SUPERVISION

3/28/2020 3:33 PM

195 Overdevelopment/congestion in area/change in village's character 3/28/2020 3:02 PM

196 overdevelopment, lack of code enforcement 3/27/2020 4:58 PM

197 Changing demographic that is affecting local services and quality of life 3/27/2020 10:52 AM

198 Don’t want cemeteries, school bus on Sun - not the same culture I moved here. 3/26/2020 7:04 PM

199 concerns about density and overdevelopment 3/25/2020 11:23 PM

200 Over crowding and unclean properties. 3/25/2020 10:17 PM

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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201 Large entrance of Jewish Families moving into Chestnut Ridge 3/25/2020 6:04 PM

202 Over development concerns 3/25/2020 12:26 AM

203 Change in people in the village 3/24/2020 6:08 PM

204 Neighbors 3/24/2020 5:36 PM

205 concern about density and crowding 3/24/2020 4:27 PM

206 Changes in neighbor hood dynamic 3/24/2020 3:34 PM

207 changing the character of chestnut ridge 3/24/2020 2:53 PM

208 Religious sects moving in and taking over the neighborhood 3/24/2020 2:39 PM

209 Hassidic & Orthodox offered more money than the house was worth 3/24/2020 2:05 PM

210 Concerns regarding influx of ultra religious people, houses of worship - especially 3 Spring Hill
Terrace, illegal construction at night and Sundays, parking on lawns and street, litter on
property and in the street

3/24/2020 12:52 PM

211 Change in demographics 3/24/2020 12:06 PM

212 Changing neighborhood 3/24/2020 11:43 AM

213 Changing demographics in the villafe 3/24/2020 11:27 AM

214 moved to warmer climate 3/24/2020 11:26 AM

215 They passed away 3/24/2020 11:00 AM

216 Changing neighborhood 3/24/2020 11:00 AM

217 Did not want to live with the people that moved into our area 3/24/2020 10:43 AM

218 Felt pressured to sell/demographic changes 3/24/2020 10:36 AM

219 BLOCKBUSTING offered over market value for home by Realty Teams 3/24/2020 10:22 AM

220 Influx of religious people 3/24/2020 10:12 AM

221 Fear of demographic change and impact on home values 3/22/2020 8:26 PM

222 block busting, over-development, lack of code enforcement 3/22/2020 12:16 PM

223 Unfriendly neighbors--feeling unwanted in a particular community 3/21/2020 2:21 PM

224 Mandated NYS vaccinations 3/20/2020 9:49 PM

225 Climate, Neighborhood 3/20/2020 12:39 PM

226 Decreasing quality of life. Concentration of religious influence for a certain group that is
certainly favored. Laws that only protect their influence leading to a decrease of property
values, living conditions, diversity and a sense of community.

3/20/2020 10:07 AM

227 Although I don't know names I know a few who had moved because our properties are viewd
by a specific community who is aggresively pursuing buying our properties.

3/19/2020 5:11 PM

228 Concerned about the increasing loss of diversity in the village and overpopulation. 3/19/2020 4:21 PM

229 Concerns about the changing character of the village 3/19/2020 3:39 PM
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Q5 The minimum lot sizes in the Residential Zoning Districts in the Village
should be changed to eliminate nonconformities, so that most all of the

existing lots that have already been created are at or above the required
minimum lot size.

Answered: 575 Skipped: 129
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Q6 Floor Area Ratios should be set at a lower number than today, so a
very large house cannot be constructed on a minimum required lot.  For
example, today in the R-40 district, the largest house you can build on a
minimum lot of 40,000 square feet is 8,000 square feet (Required  FAR =

0.20).
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Q7 FAR limits should be relaxed to allow expansions or replacements of
homes so residents can add more space.

Answered: 574 Skipped: 130
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Q8 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should be increased so houses are
farther apart.

Answered: 559 Skipped: 145
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Q9 Required Side and Rear Setbacks should remain the same.
Answered: 565 Skipped: 139
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Q10 Support the Architectural Review Board.  Architectural Review and
Design Guidelines should be stricter and/or apply to more properties to
ensure better quality and appearance of new or renovated homes and

commercial properties.
Answered: 573 Skipped: 131
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Q11 Allow for some higher density apartments, such as duplexes,
townhomes or apartments, to provide additional housing choices,

increasing the diversity of housing types
Answered: 557 Skipped: 147
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Q12 Developers should be required to provide a set percentage of
affordable housing units, so families with a variety of incomes can live in

the Village.
Answered: 551 Skipped: 153
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Q13 The Village should have a variety of housing at various prices, but a
mandatory system of requiring affordable housing is not necessary.

Answered: 548 Skipped: 156
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Q14 The Red Schoolhouse Road/Garden State Parkway extension
interchange area is suitable for multifamily apartment or townhome

development, if traffic improvement projects are required to be
constructed by developers.
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Q15 The Green Meadow Waldorf School/Threefold Foundation should be
allowed to expand its housing for teachers at its campus and/or at nearby

properties.
Answered: 555 Skipped: 149
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Q16 Commercial operations at the Green Meadow School such as the
Food Co-op should be allowed to expand.

Answered: 556 Skipped: 148
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Q17 The Village should allow housing to be developed at higher than
single family density at the Gould Academy property, and other large sites

along Chestnut Ridge Road.
Answered: 549 Skipped: 155
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Q18 The Village should allow the creation of accessory apartments at
single family homes for elderly or young adult family members, who

cannot afford or cannot handle living independently.
Answered: 550 Skipped: 154
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Q19 Three-family Dwelling (looks like a single-family dwelling, but has
more units in the building)

Answered: 541 Skipped: 163
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Q20 Fourplex Dwelling (four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 539 Skipped: 165
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Q21 Townhouses (single-family attached dwellings)
Answered: 542 Skipped: 162
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Q22 Multifamily Building (more that four dwellings in a building)
Answered: 544 Skipped: 160

14.71%
80

85.29%
464

 
544

 
1.85

Support Do Not Support

(no label)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 SUPPORT DO NOT SUPPORT TOTAL WEIGHTED AVERAGE

(no label)

Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

30 / 98

Q23 Senior Multifamily Dwellings
Answered: 543 Skipped: 161
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Q24 The passage of the Place of Worship uses with standards for
development is a positive step for Village of Chestnut Ridge, allowing
residents to apply for and develop the types of Places of Worship they

would like to attend within the community.
Answered: 546 Skipped: 158
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Q25 The Village should adjust the Place of Worship zoning code
amendments in the years ahead, if problems arise as more places of

worship are developed.
Answered: 545 Skipped: 159
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Q26 The Village should support the relocation of the end of DeSalvo
Court so that it lines up with the traffic light at the southbound off-ramp

from the Garden State Parkway Extension.
Answered: 533 Skipped: 171
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Q27 A traffic signal system should be installed at Williams and Summit
Roads at Red Schoolhouse Road, to facilitate cars turning onto Red

Schoolhouse Road from these side streets.
Answered: 537 Skipped: 167
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Q28 Sidewalks should be provided along Red Schoolhouse Road,
Chestnut Ridge Road, and along all major roads.

Answered: 534 Skipped: 170
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Q29 Sidewalks should be required on local roads and within new housing
developments.

Answered: 533 Skipped: 171
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Q30 An additional through-traffic lane should be added to Red
Schoolhouse Road, for traffic going straight under the bridge traveling

from Chestnut Ridge toward Montvale.
Answered: 534 Skipped: 170
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Q31 The north-bound on ramp onto the Garden State Parkway extension
from Red Schoolhouse road should be widened and a signal installed.

Answered: 529 Skipped: 175
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Q32 Developers in the Red Schoolhouse Road area should be required to
help fund traffic improvements around the Garden State Parkway

interchange in exchange for being granted incentive zoning.
Answered: 536 Skipped: 168
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Q33 Encourage appropriate commercial and industrial development in
and near the Village center in the Red Schoolhouse Road and GSP

Extension interchange area.
Answered: 525 Skipped: 179
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Q34 Provide sites for appropriate light industrial development in Chestnut
Ridge, where only offices are allowed now.

Answered: 525 Skipped: 179
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Q35 Because, Laboratory Office Zoning (LO) has not been successful at
attracting office development in recent years, the LO zone should be

changed to allow light industrial and/or warehousing uses.
Answered: 524 Skipped: 180
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Q36 Detached 1 story converted residence (parking in rear or to side of
building). Buildings have front and side yards.
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Q37 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 1-story.
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Q38 New construction, traditional shopfront building (street parking,
parking behind buildings) and ample sidewalks, 2-stories. Buildings are

not attached, and there are side yards between buildings.
Answered: 529 Skipped: 175
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Q39 Attached row-style shopfronts (Street parking, municipal lots, parking
behind buildings). Here, buildings are all attached, unlike the previous

image.
Answered: 529 Skipped: 175
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Q40 Conventional commercial shopping center with parking in central
parking area, 2-story.
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Q41 2-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.

Answered: 531 Skipped: 173
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Q42 3-story stand-alone commercial/office building with parking in central
parking lots, 2-stories.

Answered: 530 Skipped: 174
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Q43 Add any comments about the images you see:
Answered: 77 Skipped: 627
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 I prefer the unassuming buildings that are in keeping with the current style of housing in
Chestnut Ridge

4/26/2020 9:12 AM

2 IF they follow the architectual designs shown in the 37. & 39. photos above, then I am
supportive. IF they build garbage architectual as the other ones on that large scale, then I am
definitly opposed.

4/24/2020 8:25 PM

3 Some of the buildings pictured are too massive. 4/24/2020 8:25 PM

4 Too big for Chestnut Ridge. 4/24/2020 8:22 PM

5 all presented images allow for a lot of interpretation. let's not pretend that here in Chestnut
Ridge we live in some kind of an architectural marvel. Most of the housing stock from 60's -70's
are run of the mill cookie cutters and poorly build and recent additions are mostly, with few
exceptions, horrid creations lacking any style.

4/24/2020 7:07 PM

6 We bought into CR because its character was suburban residential. I do not believe there
needs be any change in that character!

4/24/2020 7:04 PM

7 No development except in existing spaces where store fronts already exist 4/24/2020 7:02 PM

8 Small scale, small town feel is fine, but no major chain store mall development! 4/24/2020 11:53 AM

9 Over crowding 4/24/2020 5:13 AM

10 These images are why I moved from NYC and I feel that it is unfair to allow the entire way of life
that I love should have to change because a group of newcomers have decided that their way
of life is more important than their neighbors' . This is not what America is about. Its not our
fault that some people have been outbid by "hipsters" and chased out of Brooklyn.

4/23/2020 11:14 PM

11 Ample parking is a most 4/23/2020 7:59 PM

12 Small-sized buildings like the ones at the very beginning are reasonable sizes; don't see the
need for big commerical structures that will crowd the Village.

4/23/2020 2:15 PM

13 Images 37 - 42 will not preserve our original Village life style as it was meant to be. 4/23/2020 12:43 PM

14 Can't see any of the images! 4/22/2020 9:28 AM

15 Unable to see any images 4/21/2020 10:55 PM

16 Area already has commercial buildings that are not occupied 4/21/2020 9:38 PM

17 The village roads cannot support the influx of traffic from large added commercial
constructionge

4/21/2020 9:20 PM

18 No images appeared and the site maps are not available 4/21/2020 8:04 PM

19 There is no indication as to where these would be built 4/21/2020 4:06 PM

20 This is a Village not a city lets keep that way. 4/21/2020 3:50 PM

21 Large office buildings and overbuilding of office buildings can easily create a near certainty to
structures that will stand empty for conisderable periods of time. This is a very fickle
marketplace.

4/21/2020 11:13 AM

22 would like to see much more commercial and retail business come to chestnut ridge 4/20/2020 9:49 PM

23 Great visionary picture 4/20/2020 7:11 PM

24 i support more commercial Spaces it depends on the area. but some areas can use multi office
and retail.

4/20/2020 2:50 PM

25 I am in favor of trees and pedestrian walkways and low enough density so the look and feeling
of a residential, family community is preserved, in contrast to a commercial zone or city

4/19/2020 12:14 PM

26 Prefer larger buildings for shopping 4/15/2020 9:37 PM

27 This is the last community for miles that has farm land and forest... don’t turn it into a suburb
where kids bike in circles around parking lots littered with single use containers from strip malls,
and stop cutting down the woods to accommodate elderly populations when schools are

4/15/2020 7:57 PM

Village of Chestnut Ridge Comprehensive Plan Survey

52 / 98

already struggling to compete with yeshivas. If the Jewish schools and the elderly folk stay
within their respective communities, who will the kids play with? Where will they have
meaningful childhoods?

28 There are serious safety issues in the village with religious school bussed. Stronger limits are
needed for amount of traffic and local speed limits.

4/14/2020 10:05 PM

29 The reason I am against the “larger” looking developments is because they become an eyesore
when they become vacant

4/14/2020 7:52 PM

30 Chestnut Ridge isnt meant for these types of structures can forsee over crowding. 4/14/2020 7:28 PM

31 Industrial build-up should remain at a minimum and should match the residential character of
that area.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

32 no 4/14/2020 4:24 PM

33 These types of buildings would change the character of our village. It will become a city, more
pollution, increased traffic, and crime. If this is the way the village wants to go, do you have a
plan for having our own police force.

4/14/2020 1:18 PM

34 Large residential not appropriate. Commercial o.k. 4/13/2020 11:13 PM

35 I support "village style" but not "mega-style" 4/13/2020 8:46 PM

36 It all depends on whether there is sufficient road and utility work done to support all the
increase. Important too is that it all be well and beautifully done.

4/13/2020 5:38 PM

37 keep us rural, secluded and free from extra traffic and commercial endeavors. 4/13/2020 4:15 PM

38 I think most are not appropriate for our small village 4/13/2020 4:05 PM

39 The idea of row-house style shopfronts as a downtown area is aesthetically appealing. While
that aesthetic doesn't rule out discrete commercial developments, the area suffers from many,
many unattractive commercial developments. As with all these questions, the challenge will
be...tastefulness.

4/13/2020 11:23 AM

40 Small scale is ok, but nothing that invites additional traffic 4/13/2020 10:17 AM

41 I would move back to Manhattan if I wanted to look at concrete and side walks. I moved to
Chestnut Ridge for a quiet quaint village feeling. Not ugly commercial 2 or 3 story high buildings
with cars cluttering the street or giant parking lots soiling the view. I’m an advocate for small
Businesses and shops coming into the village to alleviate tax burden but not at the expense of
distorting what Chestnut Ridge has been for the last 25 years I’ve known it.

4/13/2020 9:36 AM

42 would be helpful to list real examples of places we'd like to mimic.. e.g. Nyack, Paramus NJ,
Montclair, etc

4/13/2020 9:31 AM

43 Looks like washington dc.. chestnutridge has its own character 4/13/2020 12:41 AM

44 Can any of these for tax properties be allow be allowed to for non-tax pruposes like houses of
worship? If so, whats the point if theVillage wont collect taxes.

4/12/2020 8:56 PM

45 I would hope the Village limits the number of buildings it would propose. The definition of light
industrial use could also be manipulated to allow noncommercial use especially as a backdoor
route to tax exempt houses of worship. There would be nothing preventing houses of worship in
these new light duty commercial zones as they would be protected by RLUIPA which requires
the village to treat religious use no less favorably than non religious use. I would hope
commercial means commercial in allowing projects like this to be built so that we benefit from a
viable tax base.

4/10/2020 3:50 PM

46 At least 3 of the images show on street parking, which is unlikely to function in any
development within the village

4/10/2020 1:37 PM

47 Do not understand why retail, theaters etc. need to be within the village boundaries, when
there's struggling retail in e.g. Nanuet.

4/9/2020 4:34 PM

48 Whatever you decide on please pay special attention to the infrastructure, traffic, and water
supply and the developers have to pay for all of that

4/9/2020 11:56 AM

49 Why can we have a open space? When you use terms like “the land stays empty” you are in 4/8/2020 8:18 PM

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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the meeting that it is a bad thing to have land empty

50 These are misleading images of quaint downtown areas unrelated to the area in question 4/8/2020 12:24 PM

51 I can't visualize where all these shopping areas would be. I don't want strip malls. Some few
attractive, not extensive, buildings for local businesses would be OK in the right place/s.

4/6/2020 7:07 PM

52 What I see is increased traffic on already congested roads. 4/5/2020 11:01 PM

53 CR should be a residential area 4/5/2020 12:22 PM

54 Not supporting any major commecial development in the Village. Is anybody paying attention to
all the retail business closing around RC. Like Nanuet, Nyack, ect... just to mentioned a few.

4/5/2020 10:47 AM

55 Keep Chestnut Ridge the way it is NOW! 4/4/2020 4:45 PM

56 If retain and or office buildings are confined to a specific are where residential houosing is not
effected, I am ok wit it. I am against putting these developments in existing residential 1-family
areas. The same goes for any houses of worship. They do not belong in a 1-famitly residential
area.

4/4/2020 1:58 PM

57 I do not want massive commercial buildings in our village. 4/4/2020 7:36 AM

58 Should limit overcrowding and too many designs 4/3/2020 11:44 AM

59 Larger buildings of any kind require greater maintenance, utilities and longer development
schedules as well as increased permanent environmental and municipal demands. The high
density of these proposals in this small an area is too great to consider in the center of so many
single family homes, especially with the Thruway ramps proposal, and will over-stress the local
community, cause too high an impact from construction, trucking and utility interferences
including immediate and permanent long term vehicle and foot traffic. Local atmosphere
damage from noise and vehicle pollution will increase, and over development of the S.Rd.
Corridor will discourage local resident drivers away due to heavy truck, commuter, school bus,
car and pedestrian congestion, with severely exacerbated unwanted conditions much worse if
the Wellington Campus is developed. The impact of busing and transportation for this many
students of any culture would destroy the serenity and normal enjoyment local homeowners
earned the right to keep. The S.Rd. Corridor should not become a “destination”. The immediate
surrounding homes are a place of retreat, where residents go to escape from the high density
proposals you’re considering in your plan and is the number one reason why residents moved
here in the first place.

3/29/2020 2:10 PM

60 We do not want chestnut ridge becoming shopping hub. Look what happened to the shops at
nanuet.

3/29/2020 2:03 PM

61 Please maintain our village. Single family houses. It can't handle thease industial and places of
worship.

3/29/2020 12:55 PM

62 After picture #39, the area becomes more and more like the city. Image 39 reminds me of
Nyack/the Hamptons. We can have shopping areas that are conducive to shopping, enjoying
the area, spending time outdoors.

3/28/2020 3:20 PM

63 The location of these products needs to be specified before one can opine 3/28/2020 3:15 PM

64 KEEP THE SUBURBAN FEEL CHESTNUT RIDGE HAS OFFERED FOR MANY YEARS 3/27/2020 6:53 PM

65 Natural surroundings please. Trees, birds, wildlife 3/26/2020 4:35 PM

66 I wish our community to be residential and diverse. I do not support new business construction
or multiple family dwellings or use of residential homes for religious gatherings

3/26/2020 12:53 PM

67 Am opposed to some of the 2 story structures because of he uncertainty of the second floor
usage.

3/25/2020 12:21 PM

68 The less congested the better. 3/24/2020 6:39 PM

69 The charm of Chestnut Ridge is that it doesn't have large commercial shopping centers and
office buildings. These images would change the character of the village. I do not approve of
these kind of commercial changes.

3/24/2020 4:11 PM

70 I prefer one story office buildings if new construction, but that was not an option. 3/24/2020 3:59 PM
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71 ! story looks best 2 story deign should look like New England style structures Stand alone
remodeled private homes are best

3/24/2020 2:31 PM

72 Please leave the village as is 3/24/2020 11:17 AM

73 The character of this small community would be radically upended with the development of
large wharehouses, industrial sites and large shopping complexes. And my suspicion is that tax
breaks will be given to large businesses who would develop here, and the residents will be
forced to pay even higher taxes. Please encourage small businesses.

3/24/2020 11:06 AM

74 Large retail development is not in keeping with the character of the village. 3/22/2020 8:50 PM

75 If the aim is to keep Chestnut Ridge as a village then too much developmentis counter
productive

3/21/2020 2:31 PM

76 want to keep the village a village 3/19/2020 9:42 PM

77 scary.. 3/19/2020 5:32 PM
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Q44 Ensure that all development blends in with the natural environment
through high-quality, environmentally sensitive design and landscaping.

Answered: 526 Skipped: 178
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Q45 Protect or acquire important areas of open space.
Answered: 523 Skipped: 181
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Q46 Require open space to be preserved as part of any rezoning for
higher density housing or apartments.

Answered: 525 Skipped: 179
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Q47 Enact a “Tree Law,” similar to those in neighboring communities, to
require a permit to cut any tree over a specified size or before any area of

a lot is cleared of vegetation and/or graded.
Answered: 523 Skipped: 181
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Q48 Would you be in favor or against encouraging the following types of
commercial growth in the Village?

Answered: 526 Skipped: 178
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 SUPPORT DO NOT SUPPORT TOTAL

Family Entertainment

Office

Industry

Recreation

Shopping Centers

Grocery Stores

Health Services

Automotive repair or sale

Restaurants

Entertainment

Farmers market

Hobby shop

Clothing store

Bar

Bakery or specialty food shop

Gym or fitness center

Movie theater
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# OTHER IDEAS (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Gas station on 45. 4/24/2020 8:30 PM

2 We need a stationary store! 4/24/2020 8:29 PM

3 Archery range Arts & Crafts Center for children and adults to learn how to paint, draw and
sculpt. Music school

4/24/2020 4:14 PM

4 bike trail 4/24/2020 1:03 PM

5 Public Park, Playground, Art space, Museum, 4/24/2020 11:57 AM

6 Urgent Care centers 4/24/2020 12:34 AM

7 Keep Everything as it is. That is why we moved here. 4/23/2020 9:52 PM

8 Drive In Cinema- Covid related 4/23/2020 9:07 PM

9 more green spaces 4/23/2020 5:50 PM

10 I say 'No' to almost all of these as I don't see the need for more development. When one has a
car/automobile, they have access to every one of the above places within 5 minutes to half an
hour.

4/23/2020 2:21 PM

11 Community park. 4/23/2020 11:36 AM

12 Event/ wedding venues 4/22/2020 11:51 PM

13 Do not support casino type entertainment 4/22/2020 1:16 PM

14 Hazardous materials producers - do not support 4/22/2020 12:04 PM

15 Outdoor parks for children to play in. Basketball courts, baseball and football fields. Tennis
courts, public (& separate) swimming

4/22/2020 12:08 AM

16 We are a small village. Keep it that way 4/21/2020 10:57 PM

17 This is hard to answer since it is not clear where these would be established and how. Why not
use space that is already there but not used?

4/21/2020 4:11 PM

18 skating rink, small theater with only independent films 4/21/2020 3:58 PM

19 In appropriate areas 4/20/2020 11:55 PM

20 MORE SHOPPING!!!! Would bring more jobs!!! 4/20/2020 9:53 PM

21 outdoor park area 4/20/2020 7:59 PM

22 Any retail activity should be quiet, targeted mainly to residents and not attract business from
surrounding areas so it does not get too busy. Commercial activity should be contained and
quiet and not create problems for the peace of the residents.

4/19/2020 4:22 PM

23 Hazzardous Material Producers 4/18/2020 1:32 PM

24 Do not support hazzardous material producers 4/17/2020 1:45 PM

25 Small creative shops but nothing big. There are many nearby already. 4/15/2020 9:38 PM

26 Mixed use commercial as indicated above with multi-family residential 4/15/2020 9:46 AM

27 Hardware store 4/14/2020 11:09 PM

28 Preserve the few remaining undeveloped areas of wild undergrowth and forest. They are critical
to ecology and are our social responsibility to maintatin.

4/14/2020 10:08 PM

29 Hazardous material production Do Not Support 4/14/2020 10:04 PM

30 Hazardous Material Producers - Strongly Do Not Support 4/14/2020 10:04 PM

31 Hazardous Material Production - Do Not Support 4/14/2020 10:00 PM

32 Hazardous material production DO NOT SUPPORT 4/14/2020 9:46 PM

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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33 Hazardous Material Producers = Do not Support 4/14/2020 9:21 PM

34 Hazardous Material Producers = Not support 4/14/2020 9:11 PM

35 Do not support Hazzardous Material Producers 4/14/2020 8:44 PM

36 Hazardous material producers - do not support 4/14/2020 8:05 PM

37 Small, grocery stores, bakeries, restaurants, and farmer's markets of high quality would fit the
quiet character of the Village.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

38 Do not support producers of hazardous materials 4/14/2020 1:54 PM

39 Please remember the character of this village. We are living through the results of increased
density. Please keep this in mind.

4/14/2020 1:24 PM

40 Cultural Centers, Museums, parks, performance spaces, educational centers 4/14/2020 9:28 AM

41 Do not support Hazardous Material Producers 4/13/2020 9:49 PM

42 Hazardous material producers - Do Not Support 4/13/2020 9:49 PM

43 Industry that jeopardizes the safety of the aquifer which homes like mine depend on for drinking
water should be excluded.

4/13/2020 9:05 PM

44 craft shop, book store, ecological recycling, village resale store 4/13/2020 8:51 PM

45 Automotive repair yes; but sales (like the big rows on Rte 59 or 304) NO. 4/13/2020 5:42 PM

46 Do not support hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 2:31 PM

47 No hazardous products sellers or manufacturers 4/13/2020 12:53 PM

48 Hazardous material manufacturers or sellers 4/13/2020 12:40 PM

49 Hazzardous Material Producers Do not support 4/13/2020 12:20 PM

50 Hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 11:59 AM

51 I don't feel qualified to up or down-vote any of these things since I am not a resident 4/13/2020 11:24 AM

52 Do Not Support hazardous materials producers 4/13/2020 11:17 AM

53 Hazzardous material producers x 4/13/2020 10:38 AM

54 There’s enough in the area. 4/13/2020 10:22 AM

55 No hazardous material producers 4/13/2020 9:20 AM

56 Hazardous material production do not support 4/13/2020 12:48 AM

57 no business that would generate any hazardous materials 4/13/2020 12:12 AM

58 Hazardous Material Producers 4/12/2020 11:10 PM

59 Hazardous Materials Producers: Do NOT Support 4/12/2020 11:06 PM

60 Hazardous materials producers do not support 4/12/2020 10:49 PM

61 Make sure businesses that operate here are environmentally friendly. We don't need toxic
waste seeping into our water system. So no Gas stations.

4/12/2020 8:59 PM

62 Note, using this section to ask for a more specific definition of Entertainment as well as Family
Entertainment. What does the village mean as Entertainment can mean different things to
different people

4/10/2020 4:08 PM

63 Light industry and fabrication; contractor yards with proper screening 4/10/2020 1:40 PM

64 There are struggling strip malls all over our part of the county. How would it benefit anyone to
add to the excess capacity just to have something within the village's boundary lines. We need
to think bigger!

4/9/2020 4:38 PM

65 Boutique shops selling unique clothing, jewelry, perfumes, and other gift products and small
businesses. Please do not muck up our town with big-name commercial establishments. Lets

4/7/2020 10:50 AM
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establish some charm and elegance in our town, and support small business. Especially after
this pandemic is over, small businesses will be wiped out. Let's give them a chance to sprout
and grow in Chestnut Ridge.

66 A working farm to teach people about the importance of fresh food to obtain optimal health 4/7/2020 9:57 AM

67 Community garden space. Quiet, retreat space. 4/5/2020 11:12 PM

68 Walking and biking paths in nature, not sidewalks. 4/5/2020 11:04 PM

69 Civic Center 4/5/2020 8:09 PM

70 The reason I moved to Chestnut Ridge 35 years ago was to get away from the over
development in Westchester. I looked for a quiet area that did not contain many commercial
properties. IWe do not need bars, resturants or gyms. There are plenty nearby. Office complex
development along rout 45 is fine as long as improvements are made to roads.

4/4/2020 2:11 PM

71 Public Gardens Environmental Education 3/29/2020 7:24 PM

72 It’s ridiculous to think Chestnut Ridge “needs” any commercial growth. There are many places
within a short driving distance to acquire most of what is suggested in this plan. Our community
would be better served if the Village improved the existing structures like the strip mall next to
the fire house, the adjacent structures across the street and the dilapidated Village Hall meeting
rooms and offices. Again, and I repeat, Chestnut Ridge should not become a “destination.”

3/29/2020 2:41 PM

73 More public recreational areas such as tennis courts, walking paths, track. 3/28/2020 3:22 PM

74 Chestnut Ridge is a residential community surrounded by a wealth of retail, entertainment and
commercial availability. There is no reason why the Village should attempt to have all property
uses in its boundaries. No resident should think that all their wishes for retail, entertainment etc
need to be right next door.

3/28/2020 3:21 PM

75 GREEN SPACE - WALKING PATHS - BETTER SIGNAGE WELCOMING MOTORISTS TO
CHESTNUT RIDGE WITH LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTS AT NIGHT SIMILAR TO
CLARKSTOWN'S SIGNAGE

3/27/2020 6:56 PM

76 Everything listed here only benefits developers not residents. There is a plethora of these
"amenities" mere minutes away in NJ, Nanuet, Spr. Valley, Clarkstown, etc.

3/26/2020 4:44 PM

77 only light industry or office parks that fit in with surrounding area Best to be hidden from sight
Nothing to be built without sidewalks &* road widening with left turn added to road widening

3/24/2020 2:37 PM

78 bookstore & plant nursery 3/24/2020 11:58 AM

79 Ornamental plant nursery, book store, musical instrument shop with music lessons available 3/24/2020 11:13 AM

80 Arts facilities: artists' studios, galleries, music lessons, performance venues, spaces for writers,
co-working spaces for start-ups and sole-proprietor businesses. Feed the creative economy! It
has a low impact on the environment, but increases local engagement and generates economic
activity.

3/22/2020 8:55 PM

81 Veterinary Hospitals yes. 3/22/2020 5:25 PM

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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18.75% 99

20.45% 108

45.83% 242

14.96% 79

Q49    Do you think that this pattern should be:
Answered: 528 Skipped: 176

TOTAL 528

Encouraged in
the Red...

Encouraged
within the...

Discouraged?

Don't Know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Encouraged in the Red Schoolhouse Road interchange area only?

Encouraged within the entire Village?

Discouraged?

Don't Know
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Q50 Please write in any comments you would like the Comprehensive
Plan Committee to consider here, on any topic that was not covered in the

questions above.
Answered: 156 Skipped: 548

Summary of All Responses (704 Total)
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# RESPONSES DATE

1 We would encourage that the landscape, the greenery and wetlands be respected. That is the
primary reason we moved here 39 years ago.

4/28/2020 1:58 PM

2 Chestnut Ridge, formerly known as So. Spring Valley, has always been a very diversified
community, multi-ethnicity, multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-family compositions. We have all
lived together in harmony, respecting our differences, welcoming learning from each other, we
did not invade another's privacy, we were respectful and we cared about one another and
helped one another. Our common goal was to contribute to maintaining our community's
character and lifestyle. Our many years of peaceful harmony has been disrupted and we want it
back.

4/28/2020 1:37 PM

3 Several lengthy comments made throughout survey - illegible to transcribe 4/28/2020 12:49 PM

4 I am a resident of the Fellowship Community. The Comprehensive Plan of the Village of
Chestnut Ridge needs to allow growth in the Fellowship Community as a whole - including for
staff and independent residents.

4/28/2020 12:27 PM

5 I'm concerned because I live in the Fellowship Community. The Fellowship Community seems
not to be addressed in this survey. The Fellowship Community has a central building which
houses a central care unit, with outer buildings that house independent seniors and also
employees & their families. And the community has the only working farm left in Rockland
County (the Duryea Farm). The Comprehensive Plan of the Village of Chestnut Ridge needs to
allow growth with the Fellowship Community as a whole - including for staff and independent
residents. Thank you.

4/28/2020 12:15 PM

6 We would encourage that the landscape, the greenery and wetlands be respected. That is the
primary reason we moved here 39 years ago.

4/28/2020 12:05 PM

7 i think you should deal with non conformng bulk lots by grandfatherig them but i would not be in
favor of a blanket over all lowering of lot sizes that would allow creation of new lots by
subdividing existing lots. also while i did not object to the concept of religious uses, I feel the
law that was adopted was to generous as to bulk, parking and location. I forsee problems will
develop. much of our streets dont have sidewalks and there will be problems if you dont look at
that again.

4/26/2020 4:32 PM

8 Find ways to bring back deversification to Chestnut Ridge Village now! 4/24/2020 8:33 PM

9 Make Chestnut Ridge a diverse community again. We no longer are. 4/24/2020 8:32 PM

10 In general it is too late for a comprehensive plan but if somebody insists we should have one
let's have a good one. It should be the one that preserves what are our most valuable assets
open space and trees. If we cannot achieve that or if the whole idea of a plan is to prevent
certain religious community from taking over the village it's a waste of time and money

4/24/2020 8:02 PM

11 No commercial development unless green, no school dormitories, no private schools unless
public schools are better funded, no changes in zoning to accommodate private schools, more
green space

4/24/2020 7:13 PM

12 When we are surrounded by business establishments, I fail to see the need to have them
herew. Commercial establishments will only encourage more traffic & air pollution.

4/24/2020 7:12 PM

13 We have limited capacity to monitor development and code enforcement.Therefoe how would
we address all these growth and developmental issues successfully.

4/24/2020 5:06 PM

14 Allow for the ease of additions to homes and adding basements to homes without them or only
a crawl space and not include it in the FAR.

4/24/2020 4:21 PM

15 Would like to see more Places of Jewish Worship in the village and not just Churches and
Mosques

4/24/2020 2:35 PM

16 Small scale, create a small town, walkable town, public transit, emphasis on quality of life,
health, sustainability

4/24/2020 12:00 PM

17 I work and live at the Fellowship Community. I feel like we are a great resource for the wider
community for green space -I've seen a lots of neighbors taking advantage of our grounds for
outdoor social distancing in this time of quarantine- and our public events are enjoyed by all.

4/24/2020 11:00 AM
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We would really benefit from an ability to expand residential spaces for both employees and
elderly members. Thank you.

18 Thank you for your consideration to every resident. We would appreciate if the bridge in
Childrens Park could be re-built to provide access to South Pascack Road.

4/23/2020 11:23 PM

19 The residents moved away from NYC to live with nature and tranquility rather than big city life.
We should not be forced to conform to what someone else's vision of what they believe should
be. Isn't that what the NAZIS did 80 years ago?

4/23/2020 11:22 PM

20 Before embarking on new development please ensure that you have been and will be able to
enforce existing regulations

4/23/2020 10:10 PM

21 The suggested changes would adversely affect the flavor of the village. 4/23/2020 9:53 PM

22 Adequate parking area for ANY house of worship of any size, plus adequate security measures
in respect of attendance size- enforcing of attendance check and security control

4/23/2020 9:09 PM

23 Let's keep this Village small and quaint and let's keep big city living out of this village and keep
our community diverse which is why we moved here in the first place.

4/23/2020 8:54 PM

24 As the parent of the children that attend a private school in Chestnut Ridge, I would highly
encourage environmentally-responsible care of the land in town. There's only one chance to
preserve open, wooded, and other green spaces and avoid overd-evelopment. and that chance
is while that undeveloped land and space still exists. Thank you.

4/23/2020 8:38 PM

25 I work and live in the Fellowship Community for around 7 years. It appears to me that the
community has not been addressed in this survey. The Fellowship Community a long term care
community for the elderly has a central care unit surrounded by outer buildings that house
independent seniors as well as employees and their families. This community has an active
working farm: DURYEA FARM, the only working one in the county. It is important and beneficial
for the wider community that the comprehensive plan from the Village of Chestnut Ridge take in
consideration the Fellowship Community to allow its growth in all aspects, including housing for
staff and independent senior residents.

4/23/2020 8:37 PM

26 stricter zoning laws, more park spaces 4/23/2020 5:51 PM

27 As a 45 year-long resident and employee and local physician at the Fellowship Community, I
am very surprised that the FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY is not mentioned in this survey. Please
consider that the Fellowship Community has a central care unit with outer buildings that house
both independent seniors as well as employees and their families. This community has the only
working farm in Rockland County (DURYEA FARM). For the reasons I mentioned before, the
Comprehensive Plan from the Village of Chestnut Ridge really needs to allow growth in the
Fellowship Community as a whole that is, to include housing for employees and for
independent senior residents.

4/23/2020 5:05 PM

28 Q. 50 - This whole planning process is a “sham”. The community planning survey was created
around a preconceived result and outcome that was decided upon by a few (not the majority),
and was not the result of a community process. The proponents have decided this is the plan
they want- take it or leave it. We are in the middle of the Wuhan Virus Outbreak. Why would
you even consider a movie theatre in any plan? Is this a viable institution in the current or a
future socially distant society. The big box stores, the traditional anchors for shopping centers
are a thing of the past. See the rise of Netflix? Disney? Have you seen the Nanuet Mall of late?
Macy’s? Gone! Sears? Gone! This is a small suburban bedroom community. Why do we need
shopping centers? Montvale, NJ is less than a mile away & the surounding Rockland County
Community has more than enough shopping facilities, in close proximity. The proposed “future”
(Fig.13) new exit and entrance ramps to/from the GSP Extension will create new &
unnecessary traffic issues. Developers should be required to pay for ALL traffic
improvements/changes, with NO TAX Abatements or Reductions. No public funds should be
committed.

4/23/2020 4:38 PM

29 I live in the Fellowship Community on Hungry Hollow Rd. There is a central care unit and other
buildings for seniors and families. The Comprehensive Plan of Chestnut Ridge should allow
growth of the Fellowship Community with buildings for staff and independent residents.

4/23/2020 4:32 PM

30 thanks so much! 4/23/2020 1:03 PM

31 Preserve, conserve and protect our present way of living. Do not overcrowd our village. 4/23/2020 12:52 PM
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32 Please save Chestnut Ridge from overdevelopment. No more houses of worship unless they
are all taxed. High taxes, a changing school system are driving our grown children out and
forcing seniors to leave. We want to stay here for many years, but may have to reconsider
because of all the changes in the last 10 years.

4/23/2020 11:43 AM

33 i would like the bourd to consider an elimiination to the law requiring to have a 2 car garage, as
long as you have a driveway with room to park 2 cars.

4/23/2020 11:34 AM

34 We need another park like childrens park 4/22/2020 8:32 PM

35 Don’t over do it 4/22/2020 8:26 PM

36 It will be good to have bike lanes, to foster healthy living. That, of course , may mean
broadening roads and educating people.

4/22/2020 1:17 PM

37 I live i Teaneck Nj so I do not know the area enough 4/22/2020 10:54 AM

38 Please keep green space! Please preserve the few wild/natural pieces of land our village has
left. Please don't allow rampant construction and unsightly multi-family homes. Thank you very
much!

4/22/2020 9:31 AM

39 Public parks and playgrounds should be added, 4/22/2020 12:10 AM

40 Keeping property - commercial and residential- clean and in good repair. Sadly many new
residents do not believe in keeping properly neat and clean. Trash cans line the street 7 days a
week. Litter on road from snacks and drinks. Disgusting

4/21/2020 10:59 PM

41 Monsey area has become overdeveloped, and they are trying to move in to neighboring towns
& villages. They don't abide by the zoning laws. As a resident I don't want Chestnut Ridge to
become another Monsey or New Square.

4/21/2020 9:45 PM

42 any expansion that changes the quiet suburban nature of the village would be unfortunate. High
density housing brings traffic and a need for services that cannot be sustained.

4/21/2020 9:28 PM

43 I would love to see a sidewalk on South Pascack Road.The road is extremely windy amd
narrow.i feel it is extremely dangerous to anyone walking their pets! Thank you

4/21/2020 7:55 PM

44 We have always been a residential community with diversity. We should keep our village. From
becoming over populated or commercialized.

4/21/2020 7:08 PM

45 Remember that those not affiliated with ANY religion have as many rights as those claiming to
be religious. "religious" is a vague and deceptive way of addressing some of our issues. Let's
be specific - Christian, Ultra Orthodox, Hasidic, Muslim - those with no religious affiliation - do
not lump them together. Their needs and demands are different. Not one of them should steam
roller the interests of others.

4/21/2020 6:09 PM

46 Thirty years ago I moved to Chestnut Ridge because is was quiet lovely place let work at
keeping a lovely place to live where all people can move and enjoy, the charm of a Village life.

4/21/2020 4:23 PM

47 I HOPE YOU ARE READING THESE AND ARE NOT DOING THIS AS AN EXERCISE. WE
NEED PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT WORK FOR ALL CHILDREN. One of the reasons we don't
live on this property, is the schools. THERE ALSO NEEDS TO BE PUBLIC INPUT WHERE
PEOPLE ARE HEARD, NOT JUST AS AN RUBBER STAMPS.

4/21/2020 4:14 PM

48 Fellowship Community ought to have additional housing 4/21/2020 4:00 PM

49 Just wants to bring to your attention that the nelsonpop.com site can not be open. I would have
liked to view the plans mentionned above before completing the survey.

4/21/2020 3:00 PM

50 I am not in favor of the Village changes that threatens my current standard of living. I moved
here 33 years ago because I loved the VILLAGE as it was at the time. It’s not fair that the
changes recommended contests the area further and continue to raise my property taxes.

4/21/2020 1:34 PM

51 Fellowship Community not addressed directly. Protect viability of Duryea Farm. Allow additional
housing for staff and independent residents.

4/21/2020 10:55 AM

52 Please keep our village as a nice place to live. I came here looking at a place where people
have their own space and has a woodsey feel to it. I am happy for people to add some room
onto their house or rebuild as they need but I strongly do not want to be living in a city, with
crowded houses, congested streets and no trees to notice.

4/21/2020 1:00 AM
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53 I am very pleased living here in Chestnut Ridge for the past almost 5 years. I enjoy the peaceful
environment. At the same time, there could be room for growth as long as it is done responsibly
and can still preserve the calmness we experience here in Chestnut Ridge. I also strongly
support easing the House of Worship Zoning Laws and allowing those that applied their
permits. Thank you for considering our input.

4/21/2020 12:11 AM

54 MORE HOUSES OF WORSHIP! MORE SHOPPING PLEASE!!!!! 4/20/2020 9:54 PM

55 Consider adding street lighting and sidewalks on small residential streets like Brian Terrace.
This is a public safety issue for the increased pedestrian traffic.

4/20/2020 7:51 PM

56 You guys are fighting the good fight. We love you. You're on the right side of history. 4/20/2020 7:24 PM

57 We need more zoning for local schools. Multifamily develponets should not be allowed close to
any existing homes

4/20/2020 6:01 PM

58 I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the mayor, village officials, and everyone involved with
the Comprehensive Plan. Your efforts to work transparently and for the benefit of all village
residents is most appreciated.

4/20/2020 3:08 PM

59 No Big developments period! 4/20/2020 2:28 PM

60 Appreciate your hard work 4/20/2020 1:44 PM

61 I live and work at the Fellowship Community. We have ample green space and low density
housing. We have a central care facility for elderly people and smaller outer buildings which
house independently living elders. Caregivers and staff are housed also in these buildings to be
available for round the clock care and maintain an intimate, family sort of relationship, so
important to the quality of life and health of our patients and residents. Other family-style
buildings house additional staff, since we endeavor to have all employees be members of a
community rather than simply paid hourly workers. The Fellowship is also home to the only
working farm (Duryea Farm) left in Rockland County. Our farmers also participate in care of the
elderly and in community life. For all these reasons, we wish for the Comprehensive Plan to
allow for growth within the borders of the Fellowship to allow for mixed housing of staff and
independent elders and multiple dwelling units within existing or additional family-style houses.

4/19/2020 12:42 PM

62 Please no more schools. We have plenty of schools 4/17/2020 1:42 PM

63 We need more schools 4/17/2020 1:06 PM

64 i moved here to the Fellowship Community from Florida 6 years ago. This is a wonderful facility,
very caring . It is my hope that the Village will support my home in the future. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak!

4/17/2020 11:44 AM

65 I am a resident of Fellowship Community and I don't see anything in this survey about it. The
Community consists of the care unit at Hilltop House and other buildings where independent
seniors live and also workers/employees and families. Duryea Farm is the only working farm
currently in Rockland County. The comprehensive plan should allow growth in the Fellowship
Community, to include housing for staff and residents like me.

4/17/2020 9:07 AM

66 We have a lot of beauty here. Focusing on "Village Green" concepts where people can
congregate and enjoy our community should be guiding value in all decision making. Thank you
for asking and for caring about Chestnut Village.

4/16/2020 1:44 AM

67 Keeping the culture of our neighborhood 4/15/2020 7:18 PM

68 The Fellowship Community, as a significant institution within the Village of Chestnut Ridge,
focuses on the care of the elderly within an intergenerational, work-based care community. In
addition to care, the Duryea Farm, as a work activity, is a significant part of our community life.

4/15/2020 3:59 PM

69 The Fellowship Community, an intergenerational elderly care community has not been captured
in the survey. There is a central care building as well as outlying buildings with apartments for
independent elderly, staff and staff families. There are activities buildings, including the Duryea
Farm, the only active farm left in Rockland County. Provisions should be made for the
expansion of the multi-family residential buildings and activities buildings.

4/15/2020 10:10 AM

70 Very concerned about such a huge school moving near Chestnut Ridge Rd. Serious traffic
issues, safety issues, and road damage because of school busses. More fines needed for
speeding and school should have to pay for regular road maintenance per bus they operate.

4/14/2020 10:10 PM
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71 chestnut ridge is going to be destroy by the changes i see that this plan is going to bring .this
plan wants to make a suburban area and turn it urban a in

4/14/2020 7:43 PM

72 In a number of questions, answering affirmatively would depend on the types of restrictions put
in place for this type of development, before one could support that part of the plan. This means
that without those restrictions being articulated, it wasn't possible to support the suggested
actions in certain areas.

4/14/2020 4:34 PM

73 thank you 4/14/2020 4:28 PM

74 RE #18: This would require substantial code enforcement. - Re #33 and #34: I did not support
them because these items do no not specify what is meant by "appropriate commercial and
industrial". At the very least, this should mean clean, and environmentally appropriate for the
surrounding proposed residential developments.

4/14/2020 2:26 PM

75 It is not fair to us taxpayers to support more houses of worship. 4/14/2020 2:12 PM

76 We are a wonderful village. Many of us left the city and decided to live here. We have worked
hard for many years to achieve the American dream. Please do not take this away from us.
Residents’ Involvement in the comprehensive plan hopefully will help unite the community
instead of the division that exist.

4/14/2020 1:30 PM

77 I don't support any development commercially or with mulit-family housing. The village is a
quiet respite from other busier towns and should be preserved. It's forests and green space
should be protected.

4/14/2020 12:07 PM

78 Please keep the quiet, family residential feel, and green space in our village. Bring back the
good quality and education to our local public schools

4/14/2020 11:05 AM

79 More farms and parks and cultural centers 4/14/2020 9:29 AM

80 taxable properties are essential to support community 4/13/2020 11:17 PM

81 RE 33, 34, 35: The questions do not clarify what is meant by "appropriate commercial and
industrial". Industrial should at a minimum be clean, environmentally suitable for the
surrounding proposed residential developments.

4/13/2020 9:02 PM

82 Actually right now we don't know how we will emerge out of the "lock down " situation. How bad
will the economic damage be? What comes first: rebuilding businesses , or creating new sites
for ghost towns?

4/13/2020 8:55 PM

83 In my opinion, growth is a fine thing -- IF it is done WELL. 4/13/2020 5:46 PM

84 the hasidics are overrunning the parks and continue to walk around at night, usually fridays, in
all black, four/five across with small children that i have almost run over a thousand times. i am
afraid to drive here on friday nights because of the hasisdic entitlement issues and refusal to
'melt' in the melting pot of america.

4/13/2020 4:21 PM

85 please keep the village simple and as quiet as possible 4/13/2020 4:08 PM

86 Thank you for the opportunity to have input and I am glad the Village is doing a CP. I do think
the greatest issue facing the Village is religion becoming the dominant population and I hope
the CP will be designed to help bring more secular people visiting as well as choosing to live in
the Village. Have a diverse population across religious and ethnic groups is very important to
me and I would like to see that maintained. Thank you for all the work you do and your methods
of making sure everyone is included.

4/13/2020 2:44 PM

87 Thankyou for taking in a concerned citizens comments. Im worried about the aesthetics and the
essence of what this town once stood for. Sadly it is going into the gutters. The best schooling
system is one of the worst and taxes are only going up. We need to look into making the
residents life easier and not worse. I hope you see this as genuine concern of many. We are
most worried about the town.

4/13/2020 1:38 PM

88 Chestnut Ridge's greatest weakness is it's lack of a central community space. THoughtful
development requires that the ENTIRE community can interact and gather in a safe, inviting
area, ideally with minimal car use. Please consider this when planning.

4/13/2020 12:13 PM

89 Thank you for giving me an opportunity, as a non-resident, to contribute my opinion. I am a
parent of a child attending Green Meadow. I had difficulty answering some of these questions
because I was unsure what I was or was not supporting. For example, I indicated "neutral" on

4/13/2020 11:39 AM
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the question of a Food Co-op expansion. I did so because I don't know what that expansion
would entail nor who would benefit/purpose. For example, I also had difficulty answering
question #25 because I didn't understand what was being asked by "adjustment." "Adjustment,"
and "problems" could mean any variety of things, depending on the opinion of interested
parties. My responses to the questions about commercial/light industrial land use were aimed at
conveying that Chestnut Ridge has an asset, its beauty. While tax $$ may be gleaned from
commercial development, a short-sighted investment in commercial development may drive
residents out to look for more pleasing areas to live. The strip-mall type developments around
Chestnut Ridge are unfortunate aesthetic choices that have likely driven property values way
down. I wish you all the best luck in your planning. Be well.

90 Increase the awareness of maximum occupancy permitted per square feet on residential
housing dwellings. There is a large group of folks utilizing regular dwelling for multi family living
conditions. As an example, restaurants are only permitted certain amount of clients at
maximum capacity to meet fire code. This should be taken in consideration for residential
housing as well in order to maintain minimum human health standards as well as the integrity of
the dwelling and avoid a rapid deterioration of the interior or exterior of the houses weather they
are old(specially if they are old) or new.

4/13/2020 11:30 AM

91 I recommend avoiding big parking based on environmental quality concerns (water run off) 4/13/2020 11:17 AM

92 We are suspicious of large scale developers, we are OK with small businesses are inclined with
socially and environmentally responsible.

4/13/2020 10:24 AM

93 Preserve natural land as much as possible! 4/13/2020 10:17 AM

94 Taxes are too high and population of people getting too crowded. There is more littering on the
side of the streets.

4/13/2020 9:41 AM

95 What will impact of all this development be on local environment and traffic flow? How do we
mitigate?

4/13/2020 9:34 AM

96 We must keep our trees and protect areas with no development. We are very close to all kinds
of shopping that we do not need it here. We need the parks, the woods, the open spaces.

4/13/2020 8:57 AM

97 Please do everything you can to not allow high density housing. We dont need what is
happening in Spring Valley to happen here.

4/12/2020 9:01 PM

98 Need improved traffic monitoring and speed control on Hungry Hollow Rd., especially from
Green Meadow Waldorf School to Margetts Rd. Cars drive at excessive speeds and do not
obey crosswalks, making it dangerous to cross at all hours. Plus, it is a narrow road.
Suggestion: speed bumps in the school area and / or better speed monitoring and increased
fines.

4/12/2020 8:34 PM

99 No other topics except some of your questions were not worded properly and are misleading.
For instance question #46 presupposes I support high density housing.i dont and the village
should not acquire wet lands or open space for high density housing, period. Open space and
protected lands should be protected.

4/10/2020 4:12 PM

100 Chestnut Ridge is a quiet residential neighborhood and should not dense and overcrowded 4/10/2020 2:01 PM

101 Clarify contradictions in the zoning code and approval process 4/10/2020 1:42 PM

102 While the comprehen sive plan is being developed there should be a moratoriam 4/10/2020 12:37 PM

103 Construction escrow so that buildings get completed in a timely fashion. Construction
cleanliness codes so that neighborhoods aren't trashed by ongoing construction debris all over
the properties. Required landscaping is an absolute must. Preserve trees

4/9/2020 12:13 PM

104 i want to live in a clean, friendly, safe, quiet, welcoming community where there are vibrant
public schools

4/8/2020 3:04 PM

105 we seek a quiet, safe, welcoming, nature-filled community to live in. we seek a public
education-supporting community of diverse folks who want and strive to live together in a
harmonious community.

4/8/2020 1:57 PM

106 Special traffic enforcement and sidewalk construction on Chestnut Ridge Road on the Green
Meadow Waldorf School side of the street. Better traffic enforcement of irresponsible school
bus drivers, seen driving too fast, taking sharp corners too fast. Install sidewalks all along
Pinebrook where many walk to and from school and temple. Thank you.

4/8/2020 12:32 PM
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107 Taking better care of the wooded areas. Taking better care of the roadside garbage and trash.
Clean up the streams.

4/8/2020 12:00 AM

108 No more than one Shul per neighborhood should be allowed. 4/7/2020 9:02 PM

109 High density housing can have dire health consequences to the community if there are any
future epidemics or pandemics

4/7/2020 5:01 PM

110 This questionnaire is missing a layer in terms of background assumptions. Is the town asking
residents what kind of direction they would like to see in the town? Why is there a movement
toward more retail and bulk housing? This kind of direction brings more transience to the town,
whereas we had moved here due to the LACK of retail and bulk housing, because it felt like a
safe place to raise kids. If there is a financial reason for these changes, are there other
approaches that could be taken? Also, some of these questions cannot be answered because
definitions are lacking and therefore opinions cannot be accurately collected. For example,
what are the current Required Side and Rear Setbacks? If I don't know this, how can I judge
whether they should be changed or remain the same?

4/7/2020 10:51 AM

111 All facilities that claim to be a place of worship should be fully taxed! If you are on welfare you
need to work for the county of Rockland in any means necessary to qualify for benefits. If you
are on welfare you need to work a minimum of 40 hours per week. If you are on welfare you
need to pay taxes. If you are on welfare all religious exemptions to work are voided.

4/7/2020 10:01 AM

112 most importantly that all development proceed per the legal requirements 4/6/2020 7:45 PM

113 Places for various suggested uses were generally not given so I cannot picture what it would be
like with certain kinds of development. I hope we do not grow into dense population or
commercial centers. The growth of surrounding communities, where all these neat regulations
might be in effect, have often not actually been so. The hope of keeping the ambience of
present Chestnut Ridge rests with residents here who came to this village just for that.

4/6/2020 7:23 PM

114 Thank you for the opportunity to take this survey. 4/6/2020 4:06 PM

115 Allow the closure of garages in homes as almost nobody uses them for their intended use 4/6/2020 11:22 AM

116 Glad you are finally creating some new boundaries. Hope you will correct boundaries that were
illegally trespassed. There is no mention of space for new public schools.

4/5/2020 11:07 PM

117 I really encourage the development and preservation of public land spaces 4/5/2020 8:11 PM

118 Chestnut Ridge was voted for by many citizens who wanted to maintain a rural non-commercial
community - We discourage board members to vote based on reliogious beliefs regardless of
religion, but rather based upon a rural community not forced to change it's image

4/5/2020 12:28 PM

119 Too much over development, too many people walking on the roads in the dark, with no side
walks.

4/5/2020 10:51 AM

120 We want to keep Chestnut Ridge the beautiful suburban community it has always been. 4/4/2020 4:58 PM

121 The Village needs to preserve the beaty of the 1-family residential areas withing the Village.
Allowing ANY commercial development, mutlti-family or high density development should not
be allowed. Furthermore, houses of worship in a -family resential area needs to be limited to 1-
house per development. You shold also consider eliminating these local houses of worhip in the
residential area and only have them at a structure and location that can handle the crowds and
parking.only

4/4/2020 2:16 PM

122 Limit religious institutions in private homes and limit multi family housing. 4/3/2020 11:56 AM

123 Please keep houses of worship out of homes in Chestnut Ridge. 4/3/2020 11:40 AM

124 My major concern: Please don't overdevelop and keep some of the rural, green environment
we cherish.

3/31/2020 2:18 AM

125 Thank you for including open space. 3/29/2020 7:24 PM

126 First, start by identifying and correcting the problems, deficiencies and illegal activity within our
borders and expressing them to the public with a proper newsletter or weekly email explaining
the above listed issues in detail and available as a permanent and obvious document on the
Villages expected newly designed and more accommodating website with professional
documentation not reminiscent of a child’s coloring book. Second, have much more

3/29/2020 3:59 PM
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transparency, better organization and employment of staff for the benefit of the people “you
serve”, including better Village government leadership without someone shouting arrogant
comments like “This is my meeting” when addressing the general public. Third, when proposing
major changes please include financial costs with immediate and future expenses, where this
money will come from and why the Village needs this money. Your proposals will cost taxpayers
a significantly higher tax levy and that is another reason why people will be moving away. Forth,
provide full disclosure of each and every decision the Village government proposes,
recommends, works-in-progress and completion details. Nobody should have to be asking their
friends or neighbors what’s going on in the Village Hall or have to endure attending meetings
similar to the Mayors former public meetings of illegal overcrowding and berating like a dictator.
Fifth, Have an monthly action plan completed for the upcoming month(s) with an impact
statement posted on the Village website to provide the residents what will be affected and
when. I cannot be any more transparent with MY proposals listed here and expect the same in
return.

127 I beleive this survey is a good start. However I am hoping that it not a predetemined desion on
what will be allowed. We have to make houseing "blend in" in exciting areas. Example there is
a 6000 sq ft home being built on Appledale Lane, which is so out of charter for the area that its
almosr a crime. Even though it meets all the requirment, its still is a "non conforming" home. No
othe rhouse in the area is even close to this size, most are in 3000 sq ft areas.

3/29/2020 2:08 PM

128 It is not fair to increase our taxws due to the demographic of multiple families declaring houses
of worship. We want to maintain our beautiful neighborhoods. Please maintain our current
zoning laws.

3/29/2020 12:58 PM

129 This survey is terribly crafted with many leading questions designed to provide cover for the
Board of Trustees to do as they please. The planning process completely ignored an analysis
of existing land and traffic conditions. It pretends that future planning only applies to currently
vacant land not recognizing that much of the housing stock will ultimately be redeveloped. The
comprehensive plan needs to address all land in the Village.

3/28/2020 3:26 PM

130 I've lived in the area/village since 1975. I moved out of the city so I could enjoy country
living...space between neightbors, trees, privacy, less traffic. The area has grown SO much!
Traffic along Route 59 is a nightmare! Buildings, also along Route 59, and in other parts of the
vilage are popping up and, to me, are an eyesore. We MUST protect and intelligently use our
village's land. Once built up, you can't go back. We can have the best of all worlds with proper
planning.

3/28/2020 3:25 PM

131 RED SCHOOLHOUSE ROAD CORRIDOR IS DEFINITELY IN NEED OF DEVELOPMENT.
HOWEVER, WE MUST CONTINUE TO PRESERVE THE OPEN SPACE THE VILLAGE
OFFERS. NO HIGH DENSITY HOUSING! NO HIGH TRAFFIC PLAZA'S! MONTVALE HAS
THE SHOPPING/ENTERTAINMENT. SPRING VALLEY & PEARL RIVER HAVE THE MULTI
FAMILY HOUSING OPTIONS. KEEP CHESTNUT RIDGE BEAUTIFUL & OPEN!

3/27/2020 6:58 PM

132 i strongly object to the merging of residential building lots, such as recently observed on
Appledale Lane and other locations in "the birds" neighborhood.

3/26/2020 3:35 PM

133 CR should remain residential and highly diverse with more open space to enhance quality of
life. There is plenty of shopping and entertainment and dining nearby and plenty of office space
nearby. Religious buildings for worship, or schooling, or gatherings of any kind should not be in
houses but is separate buildings along already commercial properties

3/26/2020 1:01 PM

134 I would like to see Chestnut Ridge remain residential and diverse with more open space. 3/26/2020 12:59 PM

135 Avoid having the Village overdeveloped like other areas to the North in Rockland. Where
appropriate such on Red Schoolhuse, cnsider the density and allow for ample parking on any
new commercial project.

3/25/2020 11:36 PM

136 Please consider enforcing current zoning laws before concentrating on changes! 3/25/2020 11:20 PM

137 If multi-family dwellings are approved along the red school house corridor, they should
resemble the newly developed "Alexa" in Montvale. It must be advertised that all people are
welcomed to live or work in the area, not specific groups.

3/25/2020 2:13 PM

138 Do not change the integrity of Chestnut Ridge. 3/25/2020 11:56 AM

139 do not remove, properties on the tax roles and make them tax exempt 3/25/2020 11:56 AM

140 High density housing should not be allowed along the red school house road corridor. There is 3/25/2020 12:40 AM
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enough multi family development down the road in montvale. Chestnut Ridge should encourage
more single family homes, office space, or necessary retail/entertainment along the corridor

141 Preserve the character of the village to what it was 15 years ago 3/24/2020 5:16 PM

142 We need to retain the RR-50 and R-25 where it exists now. 3/24/2020 4:09 PM

143 If industries are built in Chestnut Ridge, They should pick up some of our taxes which would
lower ours.

3/24/2020 2:53 PM

144 side walks added thru out village 3/24/2020 2:39 PM

145 surveillance cameras or tracking licence plate devices to detect crimes 3/24/2020 11:56 AM

146 Any new construction should not have any non profit tax exempt status. Every new construction
should be required to pay taxes upfront in a bond for amount equivalent to ten years of property
taxes. No more burdens on the tax payer

3/24/2020 11:21 AM

147 No high density housing, schools or places of worship that will increase traffic 3/24/2020 10:37 AM

148 Light pollution. Some homes have lights that are very disturbing for their neighbors. 3/23/2020 10:31 PM

149 Create spaces everyone can enjoy. Use the planning process to unite people. 3/22/2020 8:57 PM

150 Our Village is a single Family House community. Keep it so. 3/22/2020 5:26 PM

151 How do we ensure tat the ugly overcrowding of Monsey and SV do not happen here? This is a
special place and the land here retains some of its wildlife value--can we not preserve this--
there are enough movie houses and gyms and such elsewhere--we don't need that.

3/21/2020 2:34 PM

152 Houses of worship and schools have space for traffic. 3/20/2020 7:39 PM

153 The very word "residential" loses it's meaning when schools, places of worship, and businesses
are allowed to operate next to one's home.

3/20/2020 1:01 PM

154 Almost futile but the comprehensive plan should reflect all residents not just the incoming
monied special interest of the religious sect. Hiding behind laws to protect religious persecution
is beyond discriminatory to existing residents. No waivers should be granted for any new
projects which were purposely made and used improperly. these should be demonlished
immediately.

3/20/2020 10:29 AM

155 I like the current appearance and family appeal our community currently have. 3/19/2020 5:36 PM

156 With respect to the Places of Worship law, residential gathering places should not be allowed to
extend their footprint by parking in neighboring properties. Neighborhood places of worship are
too intense of a land use and there should be a 2 acre minimum

3/19/2020 3:57 PM
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Q52 Phone Number
Answered: 201 Skipped: 503
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Q53 Email Address
Answered: 242 Skipped: 462
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